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Conscientious Faithful preparation is as necessary 


All Through to the conscientious performance 


of a duty a’ it is to the intelligent performance of a 
duty. The teacher who slurs the lesson in preparing 
for his class will slur it again when he comes before 
his class. We cannot be untrue to our conscienc? 


when only the eye of God is upon us, and expety’ 


God to keep us true to our conscience when other 
eyes are upon us 


—B.. 


Obedience is a law of life. No 
one ever comes to any state except 
through obeying certain demands of his real or ac- 
quired nature. Obedience to the behests of hunger 
may result in indigestion unless there is restriction 


Choice in Obedience 


imposed upon one’s self in obedience: to the laws of 
health. Every series of acts which becomes a habit 
becomes also a mandate for subsequent action. If 
the mandate is obeyed, it will be all the more diffi- 
cult to disobey it when it is repeated. This is 
equally true of the right or the wrong. The question 
before every one is not, Shall I be obedient ? it is 
rather, Whom, or what, shall I obey? Which force 
playing within or upon me shall I give way to? It 
is the deliberate choice that one makes in answering 
this question which results in character—good, or 
bad. 
ZS. 


Using the Memory has its limits. These ought 


Memory Wisely We can 


to be wisely recognized. 
remember what we most want to, but we cannot. re- 
member everything, and have the mind free for action. 
Practice and determined effort will enable us to 
remember names or dates or statistics, but if we tax 
our memory beyond a certain point with these items 
we cannot have our memory free for other service. 
He who studies most in the line of research learns to 
limit his remembering to the sources of information, 
so that he knows where to turn for the details, instead 
of burdening his mind with a mass of material that it 
is unnecessary to have always in memory. But he 
who wants to remember thé precise score of all the 
important football games in recent years between the 


colleges, must limit his ever-available knowledge in- 


other lines. Select your subjects of memory if you 


would remember to the best advantage. 


o°2 
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Pe a Contentment is not satisfaction. It 

is the grateful, faithful, fruitful use 
of what we have, little or much. It is to take the 
cup of providence and call upon the name of the 
Lord. What the cup contains is its contents. To 
get all there is in the cup is the act and art of con- 
tentment. Not to drink because one has but half a 
cup, or because one does not like its flavor, or be- 
cause some one else has silver to one’s own glass, is to 
lose the contents ; and that is the penalty, if not the 
méaning, of discontent. No one is discontented who 
employs and enjoys to the utmost what he has, It 
is high philosophy to say we can have just what we 
like if we like what we have ; but this much at least 
can be done, and this is contentment,—to have the 
most and b>st in life by making the most and best of 


what we have. 


‘«The common problem, yours, mine, every one’s, 
Is—not to fancy what were fair in life 
Provided it could be, but, finding first 
What may be, then find how to make it fair 
Up to our means. A very different thing !"' 


OW 


Rightly Estimating Nothing is worth regarding as an 
A-slevement =achievement except the doing of 
the thing that ought to be done just then. _ It is of 


small moment that one has skill on the piano when 
the thing to be done‘is the saving of a man from 
Facility in the higher mathematics counts 
for little when the thing to be done is to display a 


drowning. 


We sometimes 
hear it said of a lecturer or a preacher that he is apt 
to talk above the heads of his audience,—as if that 
were an indication of superior attainment on his 
part, and a compliment to his powers. Whatever it 
may be supposed to indicate, it is really a pointing 
out of thegman’s inability to meet his audience on 
their own _ It would seem to show that this was 
an achievement beyond his impulses or his powers. 
To talk over the heads of children, or of any simple- 
minded or unlearned people, is a much easier thing 
to do than to talk to them. | The temptation is to put 
a false estimate upon achievement. If it is our set 
duty to address ourselves to any particular’sorts or 
conditions of men, the highest achievement is to do 
that particular thing with the highest degree of suc- 
cess. 


danger signal at a railroad crossing. 


Any performance which we may deem more 
intellectual, but which is unfitted for the occasion, is 
a less commendable one, and, so far as the duty of , 
the hour is concerned, is no achievement at all. 


CAE ' 


; When Two Agree 


** TF TWO of you shall agree.’’ Why two? 
is the advantage of two over one ? 


What 
Why may 
we not pray alone, singly, each one in his own closet, 
quité as well and as effectually as when two are to- 
gethér? Why is there a special promise to the 
Will not the things asked 
be given as certainly when one prays as if two united ? 


prayer of two agreeing ? 


Jesus saitl also, ‘‘ Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in. the midst of 
them.’’ Why will he be present more really, with 
richer blessing, where two or three are gathered, 
than where one earnest soul bows in sincere and 
faith-filled supplication? Why are two better than 
one in praying? 

For one thing, when two pray together, each is 
drawn out of self, to pray for something else besides 
his own needs. Praying only alone, important as is 
such prayer, we are apt to narrow our petitions to 
things we want for ourselves. We bring our own 
burdens to God. We pray about our own affairs, 
pleading for prosperity in our own business, implor- 
ing help in our own difficulties and deliverance in 
our own perils. This is the tendency of secret 
Its very blessedness as a privilege is in the 
fact that we can come into such intimate communion 
with God, and can bring all our questions, our sor- 


prayer. 


rows, our fears, our weaknesses, our mistakes, our 
heart-hungers, to him. Theres gréat blessing in 
secret prayer. 

Praying by one’s self is a duty. 
in secret while another is present. 


We cannot pray 
But praying only 
alone tends to make us selfish, to keep our thoughts 
on ourselves, to narrow our desires, to repress our 
sympathies, and to stunt our growth in spiritual life. 
But when two pray together these unwholesome ten- 
dencies are corrected. We forget our own burdens 
and. cares, and think of the needs of others or the 
wider interests of Christ’s kingdom. 

Another advantage of prayer together is in the 
influence life has on life. You have some interest 







































































































































































































































































for which you are praying. You may y very 
earnestly for this object which is so near your heart. 
But if another person who has the same interest and 
is carrying the same burden meets with you, and you 
confer together about the matter, and then kneel 
side by side to pray, your fervor and earnestness will 
be intensified. Faith in the one makes the other's 
faith stronger. Love in your friend’s heart for the 
imperiled life quickens the love in your heart. The 
interest of each grows deeper as you confer together. 
* We all need companionship in our Christian life. 
Cloister piety has manifold perils which are obviated 
in associated life. One log will not burn alone. 
Soon the flame dies out, and the room grows dark 
and chill ; it is the same with lives. 
‘*A life can't glow alone ! 
The smile seems sad, the senses start, 
The will lies useless, imp, and prone ; 
Unchallenged and uncheered the heart ; 
And one by one the stars depart 
From all one’s sky, to darkness grown, — 
A life is death alone."’ 


It is good to pray together. - Life warms life. 
Heart quickens heart. ‘Two logs together will burn, 
and the fire will become bright, and the room will 
grow warm. ‘TWo friends praying together stimulate 
each other, and the earnestness of each is increased. 

When two pray together, their chief burden usually 
is intercessfon. Perhaps we do not realize the value 
of intercessory prayer. Love desires always to be 
helpful to others ; yet how little can we do! We 
may be willing enough, but we do not know what 
our friend really needs, how we can most truly help 
him. Perhaps the service we would render, even at 
much cost to ourselves, would do him harm rather 
‘than good. We would lift his burden and carry it 
‘for him. We would do the hard tasks ourselves, to 
spare him. We would lessen the strain of the temp- 
tation for him, that the struggle may be easier. -We 
would take out of his life the unpleasant things, that 
he may have ease and comfort. That is the way 
human love usually seeks to help. But it-is almost 
certain that we thus do harm instead of good. It is 
better that we keep our hands off our friend’s life, 
mot trying to make providences for him. 
to commit all such cases to God, that he may do what 
is best. 

We know far less about people than we think we 
do. Here is a man in grief; he has lost a child, or 
he is in poor health. 
he has had a sore struggle with adversity. You pity 
him. It makes your heart bleed to think of his sor- 
row or trial. You would like to help him, to relieve 
him of his hard condition. But perhaps if you could 
see within, you would not pity him, but would bow 
your head in reverence before him. His heart is 
filled with the peace of God. He is living victori- 
ously. He needs no pity, no help, from you. 

Here is another man who seems to be the favorite 
of fortune. Everything he touches turns to gold. 
Sunshine floods his pathway. You congratulate this 
friend on his prosperity. You would name~him as 
the most favored man in the community. Ah! per- 
haps if you were to see within his soul, where fierce 
passions and unrestrained desires hold sway, your 
congratulations would turn to sad -pity. 

We really can know but little of the lives about 
us. It is scarcely safe even to try to help another 
by changing his condition or circumstances. We 
may only mar the Master’s work in him if we try to 
make life easier for him. It is better that, as we 
pray, we let God do what his wisdom knows is. best 
for him 

But we should never cease our intercession. We 
do not know how much of the blessing of Christ’s 
life on earth came through his prayers. On his 
heart he carried the burden of human sorrow and 
human sin, and went daily with it to his Father. 
Then we are told that his work now in heaven for 
his people is continual intercession: Much of our 


It is safer: 


He has suffered in business ; ° 


are re = ee 
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work should be. intercession. People need our 
prayers. We are not altogether faithful to the friend 
for whom we do not pray. ‘‘ Pray for whom thou 
lovest,’’ says an old writer; ‘‘ thou wilt never have 
any comfort of his friendship for whom thou dost not 
pray.”’ 

Perhaps many of us are in danger of overlooking 
this part of our duty toward others. If only we 
realized the danger in which many of our friends are 
living, even when all things appear bright about 
them, we would never cease our supplication for 
them. We sorrow with breaking heart over our 
dead, who have fallen asleep in Jesus ; we do not 
know that ofttimes there is far more reason for sor- 
row over our living. We réadily think of many who 
are in circumstances of trial. Here is a young man 
who is making perilous associations, and is in danger 
of being dragged down to ruin. Here is a young 
woman who has been caught in the swirl of society, 
and is being. carried away from the beautiful sim- 
plicity of her early days. Here is a man,who has 
met a terrible bereavement, and is reeling under 
the staggering blow. Here is one who has suffered 
a {financial loss, and is left empty-handed to start 
anew in life. Here is-one who has fallen unawares 
into sin, and lies in the dust of despair. Then 
there are those who are prosperous, whose very 
prosperity is their peril. There are those who, by a 
new, sweet, human friendship, which fills their heart, 
are in danger of being drawn away from Christ. 
There are those who are beginning the Christian life, 
and who, in their inexperience, need most cageful 
guidance_in the unaccustomed paths. There are 
broken families—father gone, mother gone, or both 
——where there is infinite need of God’s help. 

We have a duty toward these. We do but one 
part of our duty as Christians when we live faithfully, 
consistently, and uprightly: The strong must help 
the weak. We must assist others by wholesome 
sympathy, by chANEuk. encouragement, by sharing 
our life with them, by all manner’ of self-forgetful 
serving. But we should never cease to help them 
by prayer. We know not what blessings from God 
we can call down upon them by loving, importunate 
intercession. 

It is told of a good man that in a great bereave- 
ment he was strangely, supernaturally calm and 
peaceful. It was discovered that some friends had 
agreed together in prayer for him, that his faith 
might not fail. That was the secret of his wonderful 
victoriousness in sorrow. ‘Thousands are strength- 
ened for their struggles, and carried in safety through 
untold perils, because loved ones are praying for 
them. Verily ‘‘more things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.’’ None of us know 
what we owe to the intercessions of those who love 
us and pray for us. 

But there is another side. How many go down 
in their struggles, are defeated in their battles, are 
wrecked in life’s storms, because no one is praying ? 
A mother, seeing her son led away as a prisoner, 
arrested for crime, cried bitterly, ‘‘ It is my fault ; I 
did not pray enough for him.’’ If Monica had not 
prayed for her son with all the persistence of faith 
and love, the world would never, have had Augus- 
tine. If Jesus had not made supplication for Peter, 
that apostle would -have fallen away utterly. Who 
knows what moral failures there are continually in all 
life’s paths because those who ought to have made 
intercession were silent ?. Who can estimate the loss 
from unoffered prayers ? 

We need to watch lest we grow selfish in our 
praying. We should remember that we sin against 
God when we cease to pray for others. No other 
duty to our friends can be more solemn or obligatory 
than this. And to add power to our intercessions, 
we should band together in leagues of twos or threes, 
and thus come within the scope of the promise that 
if two shall agree on eafth, touching the thing that 
they ask, it shall be given to them. 


‘low thou me.’’ 





*‘ Breaking "’ is a very good businc;; 
or avery bad business, according 1, 
its object or purpose. It is a duty in 
one case, and in another case itisasin. Breaking brea 
in order to have it in fair mouthfuls is decidedly better 
than attempting to swallow a whole loaf. Breaking un 

just chains or yokes, in order to let the oppressed go frcc, 
is one of the most sacred privileges and duties of onc 
who has strength and authority. But breaking onc’ s 
sacred word, or breaking the bones of another without 
due cause, isan obvious misdemeanor... A recent mention 
in The Sunday School Times of the practice of breakiny 
little money-jugs in the Sunday-school, when their contents 
are needed for the missionary cause, has disturbed a much 
valued correspondent from Ohio, whowrites as follows : 


Breaking 
Money-Jugs 


The wanton breaking of the receptacie, however simple it may 
be, after the treasure is obtained, begets in children'a tendency to 
destructiveness.” The gospel is to restore and make whole, not to 
destroy. . It is easy to pervert the delicate taste of a child, and 
little thirgs often lead to dire results. Breaking a toy for the 
pleasure which the rattling which follows gives, may lead to indif- 
ference at the breaking of a mother's heart, or of God's law. 
Would it not do as well for both children and heathen to have 
the children contrive some simple device to hold the missionary 
money ? j 

The ‘‘ wanton breaking’’ of an article is, of course, 
wrong or undesirable ; but the breaking of a thing that 
needs to be broken is praiseworthy and commendable. 
Of course, it is never right to-break a mother's heart or 
God's law, but a parent or a child may break the shell 
of a boiled egg every morning in the week without acquir- 
ing a bad habit or committing a sin. The Bible tells of 
the impulsive breaking by Moses of the tablets of the 
covenant as a wrongful act ; and again it tells of two.in- 
stances in which a woman broke an alabaster jug or vase 
in order to pour out its precious contents-on Jesus, and 
in both instances the act was commended by our Lord, 
while in one instance he wanted it told of always as a 
remembrance of her loving deed, Breaking missionary 
jugs is not in itself a wrongful act. Its example may be 
praiseworthy or undesirable, according to the spirit and 
the manner in which it is brought about. 


a. | 
How curious we are to know the fate 


pager reread somebody else, instead of seeing 


Solomon , 


to it that we are in the right way our- , 


selves. It is our business to attend to duty in our own 
sphere, which sphere includes those persons for whom we 
are responsible, or whose future we may influence. When 
Peter asked Jesus concerning John’s future, ‘‘ Lord, and 
what shall this man do?'’ Jesus saith unte him, «If | 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? fol- 
This indicates the answer to many a 
curious question about Solomon’s future which is being 
asked just now. A Pennsylvania superintendent is repre- 
sentative of a large class in the community when he says : 

I am superintendent and teacher in our Sunday-school. I wish 
to have this question answered in your column of Notes on Open 
Letters : Was Solomon a saved man ? : 

God has not answered that question, and only God 
can answer it. It does not appear that Solomon ever 
asked to be saved, nor does it appear that God ever 
promised to save Solomon. If, indeed, any word of 
God to Solomon is properly construed as a promise of 
salvation, then, of tourse, there is no reason for doubt- 
ing that God kept his promise. What good would there 
be to any one of us in knowing what became of Solomon ? 
If, we need to know about it finally, we can inquire on 
the subject in the next world. Meanwhile let us follow 
Jesus, and urge others to do so. 

A Canadian correspondent wants to know more than 
the Bible tells about the value of Solomon's choice, when 
he chose wisdom to fit him for his kingship. He asks : 

In our Bible class the question arose, *‘ Did Solomon make the 
best possible choice? Did he not choose the good rather than the 
éest?'’ Opinion was divided on the question, some maintaining 
that in asking for ‘‘a wise and understanding heart’’ he asked for 
‘the fear of the Lord which is the beginning of wisdom ;" others, 
that he did not, and that therefore he failed to choose the des/, and 
asked only for the good. Would you, in your paper, please give 
us your view of the quality of his choice ? 

Solomon asked for wisdom to discern between good 
and evil, in the executifig of his duties as judge and ruler 
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of a great people. ‘That was an unselfish wish, in that 
he asked for what would benefit his people, instead of 
anything purely for himself, God commended his wish 
so far. Solomon did not ask for salvation, nor for per- 
sonal piety. They were not then in discussion. God 
gave Solomon knowledge of the right, but it does not 
appear that Solomon asked or received grace to do the 
right. Knowing what is right is one thing. Doing 
right is another thing. However it was with Solomon, 
the Bible says to us.: “ Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deluding your own selves.'’ We should 
be rare creatures indeed if we always did as well as we 
know how. 





A Sky. for Wings 
By Mrs. M. F. Butts 


SKY for wings, and wings for the sky,— 
A Soaring songs in the sunny morn, 
Homeward flights in the fragrant even ; 
And so I think, since souls are born, 
- God must have made for souls a heaven. 
Johnson, V2. 


Yo 
Rejuvenating Power of Christianity 
By William Elliot Griffis, D.D. 


HE eecret of longevity and the secret of youth are 
not the same. China found out how to live long, 
and so have the Jews, The secret and potency in both 
peoples is the same. It was revealed on Sinai in the 
commandment, ‘‘ Honour thy father and thy mother."’ 
Obedience to parents and reverence to the aged mean 
everywhere national long life. 
is not rejuvenation: 

Buckle, Draper, and thinkers of their school, have 
shown how nations are born, grow, thrive, flourish, 
decay, fall, and die.. They have not yet informed us 
how old nations may revive. How to read the secrets 
of the Phenix, actualize Ponce de Leon's dream, make 
the -philosophy of palingenesis real, is the problem. 
Where is the remedy for the disease of old age ? . How 
is written the prescription for the renewal of youth ? 

In God’s Word the mystery is plain. He may read 
while running who will.. Who hath ears to hear may 
hear: Thanks to God, even in the Orient, even im the 
Chinese world,—once deemed hopeless,—there are 
already some who read, hear, and see. Because of this, 
the new life of Japan, Korea, and China, has already 
begun. 

The opening chapters of the gospel show the fountain 
of youth flowing for the healing of nations. The secret 
is open, and wisdom may be won uhbought. Here is 
the story of the Christ-child in its eternal freshness, —a 
story of one who lived the truth before he taught it, 
between whose every act and every word there was no 
distance, difference, or’ variation. Literally, he was 
life. As many as receive him, to them gives he power to 
become the sons of God. His touch brought life to the 
dead, health to the diseased, youth to the aged and 
withered ; so now his truth everywhere rejuvenates the 
old nations. He makes young the men and, women 
who,.in pagan lands, become decrepit at am age when 
people in Christendom afe still hale and hearty. 

Look in India, where males are sefiile before half a 
century, and females are hags at forty. Betrothed in 
the cradle, married in childhood, and made widows 
= = while yet girls, they become outcasts and drudges for 

life. Look in old Japan. There the proverb declared 

‘‘human life is but fifty years.'’ There that same gift 

of God was such a burden that even the cynic and the 

would-be murderer said, ‘‘If you hate anybody and want to 
punish with something worse than death] let him live."’ 

In Nippon for ages it was the custom for a man to 

retire from life at forty-five. 

Are we exaggerating? Though for half a lifetime 
acquainted with Japanese thought and custom, do we 
lie?. Then let the alien be silent. Let the native 

“Kanzo Uchimura, in “ The Diary of a Japanese Con- 
~vert,”' speak in English of his own writing. . He says: 
- #* Why is it that heathens in general go into decay too 


Nevertheless, longevity 
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soon, .but Christians in general know no decay whatever, 
but hope even in death itself? Octogenarians still 
scheming for future as if they were still in twenties are 
objects of almost miraculous wonders with us heathens, 
We count men above forty among the old age, while in 
Christendom no man below fifty is considered to be fit 
for a position of any great responsibility. . . . The god- 
less physiology attributes all this to difference in diet, 
climate, etc., but the very fact that we, too, with our rice 
and monsoon, can be other than what we used to be, 
calls for some other explanation than physiological. I 
attribute the progressiveness of Christendom to Chris- 
tianity.’’ The italics are ours. 

Wonderful are the changes that have come over the 
Japan of our day. The greatest of all is an utter renun- 
ciation of the former idea that life was hardly worth liv- 
ing. In old Japan, Aarakiri and the slaughter of 
new-born children were common every-day matters. 
The general suppression of population by horribly arti- 
ficial means was deemed proper and necessary. Earthly 
activities ended, as a rule, when man’s age passed the 
fortieth milestone. .Now, how changed! To kill new- 
born children is banned by law. AHarakiri is as rare 
as leprosy. The population increases: half a million a 
year. 

The difference between the old way and the new way 
of thinking is the difference between qld and new Japan. 
It was. the man (Yokoi Heishiro) whose life*was hid with 
Christ, and lost under the assassin’s sword for first advo- 
cating toleration of Christianity, who first pleaded also for 
recognition as human beings of the half million pariahs, 
or etas, now and since 1870 citizens of the empire. 
Here is the miracle of the nineteenth century, ‘‘a 
nation born in a day,’’ a nation destined in God's provi- 
dence to be the potent leaven for the transformation of 
eastern Asia. Booddhism taught the emptiness of life. 
Christianity reveals its richness and fulness.* Japan, 
becoming more Christian daily, proves Christ's saying, 
‘‘T am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.’’ 

In Korea, also, Christ's secret of national rejuvenation 
is now being read. The old, inert mass is swelling with 
the new potency. Bible Christianity is but ten years old 
in the Land of Morning Radiafce, but there are already 
as many organized churches. There are also fifty times 
as nfany enrolled church-members as the finger-counted 
years, . 

Behold the wonders !_ In this land, where the cults of 
Booddha and Confucius have long survived their pristine 
energies, where dirt, squalor, poverty, ignorance, dis- 
honor to labor, and the long-inherited purpose of whole 
classes to get a living without working for it, are sadly 
manifest, hoptful signs of change emerge. 

The whole vast class of Yang-ban (military and civil 
officers), with their tens of thousands of retainers, look’ 
upon truth-telling and working honestly for a living as 
degrading. This last, even more than her filth, is what 
is the matter with poor Korea. 

Now, however, in addition to the teachings concern- 
ing sin and holiness, and the revelation of the heavenly 
Father, with the proclamation of the gospel and all 
Christian truths which Christ first lived and then taught, 
is the record and the potency of that life of the boy Jesus. 
He worked with his hands, lived the carpenter's life, 
glorified toil, and taught the honorable way of earning 
your own bread, and paying your own debts and taxes. 
In like spirit and example followed the fishermen and 
tent-makers, his apostles. 

No wonder that the Korean native Christians make 
such splendid specimens of Christian manhood and 
womanhood, when, having been proved in the fires of 
persecution, they preach, by action, the new gospel of 
honoring work. Nothing like this has hitherto been 
known in Korea, and her new life has begun because of 
the rejuvenating power of Christianity. The gospel has 
made a poor man’s life in the once hermit nation worth 
living, and is increasingly potent to do so. The leeches 

decrease, and the sponges are less active in absorbing. 
The lower classes find that it is now worth while to toil. 
Property is less evanescent in the new spiritual climate. 

Christ's principles have made life-insurance societies 
possible and visible in japan, having literally arid ac- 
tually lengthened human life, and made it many fold 
more worth giving, even for a half million souls, once 
branded as //i-nin (not human), who are now citizens. 
The gospel has entered Korea to make labor honorable, 
and to enforce the same pps T that have made Hol- 


eand sand and rock and moor—the gardens of comfort, 


’ 


land and Scotland—lands which by nature are but mud 


of wealth, art, literature, hope, and world - blessing, 
Having always and everywhere taught that laziness and 
dirt are the worst forms of original sin, what can the 
gospel do for China ? 

At first sight, China's greatest needs are soap, drain- 
age, personal oxygen, fewer pigs, less gambling, and a 
thorough dyking of the Yellow River, which periodically. 
destroys millions by drowning them like kittens in a. . 
bucket. Other crying necessities are money, sight, 
healing of the mind, power of mental initiative. 

In reality, however, China has but one great need,— « 
the gospel. The Chinese are industrious enough. They ~ 
are not like the lazy Korean pseudo-gentlemen, nor the 
old Japanese, who retired at forty to live on his children. 
The curse of China is her pharisaical pedantry. The 
country suffers because the temple of learning is too full — 
of doctors, bloated and dropsical with the conceit of 
omniscience. The native literates believe all wisdom 
died with Confucius, that all Western science is only — 
good to make mechanics and machinists, and that all : 
so-called Christian progress is but degeneration. Every © 
Chinese mandarin is an agnostic, a Max Nordau, an 
insufferable pedant, and a Jerisalem Scribe, rolled inty 
one. 

What is needed now is the spirit of the child Jesus. 
Let him appear in the temple, and his answers and 
questions will not be concerning word-counts, tables of 
apax legomena, diagrams of punctuations, or inv¥en- 
tories of the lumber-rooms of Scripture, or traditions of 
the elders®’. China's pedantry ought to be blown to 
atoms. No people ever needed to hear and heed the 
preaching ‘‘repent'’ (eravoéw,—have another, a new 
mind) more than the Chinese, To-day, one text from 
the ‘‘ Book of Changes,'’ which the Chinese do not 
understand themselves, which they probably wholly mis- 
read,—possibly,, even mistaking an old syllabary of 
rhyming dictionary for an oracle of divine and unfathom- 
able wisdom, —can stop the building of a machine-shop, 
a gospel chapel, or a hospital, or paralyze a reform, 
Confucius’s writing, despite all the praise lavished upon 
his unoriginal and editorial work, is but a mass of Ben- 
jamin Franklinish lore. His ethic is good for business, 
social life; and courtesy, but utterly impotent to regen- 
erate a soul or rejuvenate a nation. China needs first 
the teachings of Jesus. 


Ithaca, N. Y. 
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Pleasant ‘“‘ Remembers ”’ 
A Sketch from Life 
By C. G. T. 


SF» “eat BUT I have the remembers,’’ said the young 
The day 
was gloomy and dismal, for it was raining hard. The 
great Kaiserbad, with its white steps and handsome 
architecture, that shone so gleamingly beautiful under a 
noonday sun, now looked a dirty yellow as the rain beat” 
‘upon its sides, and trickled down the ins and outs of its 
masonry. Few people were to be seen on the streets or 
in the music-gardens and open-air cafés of the usually 
lively little Bohemian summer resort. Even the peaks 
of the surrounding Austrian Alps could be seen but 
dimly through the clouds and fog. 


Austrjan doctor, with a happy smile. 


If one was ever to 
be depressed by the weather, it seemed as though the 
time had come. So thought an American visitor, who, 
on ascending the steps of the Kaiserbad for his customary 
Swedish gymnastics and bath, had met one of the bus- 
tling little physicians in attendance. But only yesterday 
the Prince of Bulgaria had completed his stay in the 
village. , He had conferred an henorable order upon the 
chief physician at the Kaiserbad, and had given each 
of the lesser lights a princely fee as a parting token. No 
wonder that the spirits of the young doctor were not to 
be dampened by a mere rainy day. 
the American's What disagreeable 
weather !"' came quickly in broken English, «Ah! but 

I have the remembers.'’ The words and the lesson 
stayed with those to whom they were afterwards repeated, 
and the thought of the gloom-banishing power of the. 
little doctor's hag, been more effective 
and far-reaching than perhaps he or the Prince of Bul- ~ 
garia ever dreamed of. 


Philadelphia. 


So, in response to 
‘« Good-morning. 


‘* remembers "’ 
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On the Prairie 
By Mrs. L. C. Wood 


ne OTHER, O mother! it is blowing hard, and 
getting colder every minute, and the ducks 
have not come home, and father says it is going to storm 


” Fight,away !'' said Fred, rushing in through the kitchen 


door, and shutting it with a bang. 

‘¢1t looks like snow, sure enough,'’ replied his mother, 
glancing up from the pan of biscuits she was putting in 
the oven. ‘‘ Look if the ducks are coming. You can 
see them from the sitting-room window."’ 

Fred went into the next room, and looked out over a 
big field which sloped slightly downward to a little pond 
- surrounded by marshy ground, wherein any duck might 
have delighted to paddle, especially those living near a 
prairie, where water was scarce. Away and beyond this 
the little boy's eye roamed over miles of bare brown 
country, stretching limitless toward the horizon line now 
growing dim under the Warkening sky. No house was 
in view in that direction, and Fred looked back to his 
father's barn and outhouses, where a vigorous slamming 
and bolting: of doors betokened recognition of the fast- 
coming storm. 

“Some of the ducks are coming, I think, mother,"’ 
called Fred» } +‘ Mayn’t I go hurry them? Oh, what a 
wind |—and it is beginning to show."’ ‘Sye 

‘No, Fred, you must not stir out; the blizzard is 
here. Bert, shut the door quick ; the-wind is like. ice 
itself,’’ said Mr. Sheldon, as he and his older son en- 
tered by a side door into the sitting-room. 

‘Easier said than done, sir,’’ said Bert, putting his 
shoulder against the door as he latched it, and slipped 
the bolts at top and bottom. ‘The wind blows like a 


hurricane. I wonder I have a hair left on my head."’ 
“Your hair is all right,’’ said Fred. ‘: Where is 
your cap ?"’ 
** Blown clean away. I'll find it next spring,’’ replied 
Bert. 


**] just think you will!’’ returned Fred. 
are those ducks? Can't 1 go call them? 
lost, 1 know."’ 

‘And get lost yourself ?'’ said his brother. ‘No, 

indeed. You can't see across the yard now, for the snow. 
The ducks have probably got frozen in the marsh.”’ 
_ ‘I see them! I see them!’ cried Fred, dancing at 
the window as some demoralized looking ducks blew 
across the barnyard, floundering with open, protesting 
Wings amid the circling eddies of snow, yet managing 
to gain the barn and squeeze through the little hanging 
shutter behind which was shelter and food. 

‘They're safe, anyhow,"’ said Bert. .‘ But I only 
Saw six ; the others didn’t make it.”’ 

* Lingered too long on the muddy soil, | fancy,'’ said 
his father, sitting down before the open fire. ‘‘ They 
should have seen the snow coming, and started straight 
home."’ 

Bert took the poker and shoved the big logs closer 
together, while Fred seated himself on his father’s knee, 
and listened to the fierce wind dashing the snow -in 
drifts against the window-pane. 

“It is not well to linger on muddy soil,’’ said Mr. 
Sheldon at last, breaking the silence. 

**What do you mean, father?’' asked Fred. He 
had been musing sorrowfully over his missing ducks. 

** One may get caught,"’ replied his father. 

* You are thinking of something, father?'’ queried 
Bert, looking up at Mr. Sheldon’s far-away face. 

Yes,’ said his father ; «I had gone back twenty- 
five years. When | was at college, my friends were a 
set of as nice bright fellows as you ever saw,—in the 
main Christians ; but they were not as ready to give up 
the world as they might have been, didn’t see any harm 
in lingering along among its pleasures,-though some of 
them worked in the church too. One Sunday afternoon 
a lot of them went out sailing. A sudden squall came up, 
and—they never came back.'’ 

« Did they ask you to go?"' said Fred. 

** Yes,"" replied his father. 

*« But, father,’’ said Bert, making, with his poker, 
little fountains of sparks fly out of the blazing logs, «‘ that 
might have happened any day."’ 


‘Where 
They will get 
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‘«1 know, Bert,”’ said Mr, Sheldon, ‘‘such accidents 


do happen any day, and are always terrible ; but the 
sting of it is in the broken commandment. If you are 


suddenly ushered into the presence of the Creator, you . 


want to step from clean ground, and have no muddy soil 
hanging about you."’ 

Mrs. Sheldon had paused in her preparations for sup- 
per, and, leaning on the back of her husband's chair, 
said softly : 

“© The sting of death is sin.’ 1 remember, when at 
school in New England, three of us girls went on a moon- 
light sleigh-ride unknown to the master, and when we 
should have been in bed. The young man driving up- 
set us down a steep hillside, and one girl was killed.'’ 

Bert rose, and walked to the window, looking through 
it at the white turmoil without. The snow was clinging 
almost all over the panes, and he might as well have 
tried to see through a mountain as that solid wall of 
white. He remembered a night like it last winter, when 
his mother and father had been absent from home on a 
visit to his grandfather some ten miles away, and two of 
his friends had invited him to go with them to a theater 
at the nearest town. Their sleigh held only two, so he 
went alone in his own little cutter. Returning home at 
midnight, a blizzard overtook them. His companions 
lost the road, and wandered away into the dense snow 
mist with which the atmosphere was packed, through the 
icy wind, outon to the prairie, where they were bewildered 
among the cold drifts, until that fatal sleep which ‘knows 
no awakening fell upon them. He, owing perhaps to a 
clearer head, or his horse's surer instinct, reached home 
int safety. A new feeling of thankfulness for his preser- 
vation entered the boy's heart, and he then and there 
made a resolve which was never afterwards broken. 

‘Come to supper, Bert,’’ called his mother’s cheery 
voice. 

‘* Coming, mother,’’ said Bert ; and, slipping his arm 
through his father’s-as he rose from his chair, he added, 
‘‘T guess you're right about the muddy soil, father ; it 
is risky work. I'll keep off it. hereafter.'’ 


Spring Lake Beach, N. J. 





It is purposed to bring into this department, and that immedi- 
ately following, articles, brief suggestions, and outlines of tested 
methods, that shall be helpful to Sunday-school workers. With 
the exception of current lesson helps, everything that has to do 
with methods of Sunday-school work will be classified and pre- 
sented here. The Editor is always glad to know of methods that 
have been found, by experience, to be useful in any department of 
the Sunday-school. Questions of general interest bearing on 
Sunday-school work are also invited; they will, when it seems 
advisable, be answered in these columns. 


a. 


Choosing and Using a Sunday-School 
Library 
By Philip E. Howard 


ot age a Sunday-school library is one thing; hav- 

ing it in real use is quite another thing, It is easy 
to choose a library that no.wide-awake boy or girl could 
be persuaded to use.. It is far from easy to choose a 
library which will be eagerly used; and yet that is the 
only kind worth having in any school. Unused books 
may be an ornament to the shelves, but worn bindings 
and thumbed leaves are signs of large and hopeful 
meaning. 

Two methods make steadily for the general use of a 
Sunday-school library. First, the right selection of the 
books ; second, the lively cultivation among the children 
of a library-using habit. ' 

No one brain is competent to the task of selecting 
books which shall prove to be the right books for any 
Sunday-school. Indeed, one of thé"shallow absurdities 
of library mismanagement is the purchasing of a lot of 
books merely as recommended by some one who has the 
lot for sale. That lot may be, in the main, good Sun- 
day-school books ; but who knows that the lot is good 
for your school? Not he who has never seen your 
school. Not he who has never read the books. 

Nor within the limits of the school should one person 


—not even its chief literary light—be trusted to decide 
what books are suited to the school. A wise choice 
involves familiarity with the school tastes, its limitation, 
of mind, and intellectual, moral, and. religious needs, .; 
well as a knowledge of the proposed books. Therefore 
a representative library committee should be appointed 
from among the teachers and officers by the superin- 
tendent. And that committee shovld be chosen because 
of special fitness in at least the following particulars : 

1. Close touch with the varied needs of the schoo!. 
2. Capacity for knowing what a book is. 3. Readiness 
to receive new ideas. 4. Nearness to the boy-heart and 
girl-heart. 5. Calmness of tenmper and judgment 6. 
Willingness to work. 

To agree upon a standard of fitness by which to measure 
all proposed books is the first work of the committee. 
Let these questions be clearly decided : Shall we accept 
(1) Books not suitable for Sunday reading? (2) For 
their literary value, books that contain no well-defined 
moral or religious teaching? (3) Standard novels? (4) 
Fairy stories? (5) Secular history? (6) Books of refer- 
ence? (7) Poetry? (8) Popular scientific works on 
natural history, etc. ? (9) Short stories without a dis- 
tinct moral? (10) Otherwise unobjectionable humorous 
literature? (11) Books having denominational tenden- 
cies away from the school’s own denomination? (12) 
Books of counsel and devotion ? (13) Books of no literary 
merit? (14) Expensive editions? (15) Books printed 
on inferior paper, or in poor type, or with misleading 
illustrations? (16) Books in delicate bindings ? 

Would that these were the only questions a library 
committee must decide! Other questions will arise, 
which are not to be classified. One member of the com- 
mittee will say that a book's plot is not true to life ; 
another, that its illustrations are old-fashioned ; and 
another, that the book is, ‘‘Oh! well, I don’t know, you 
know ; only I didn't quite like it.'" But these and many 
other criticisms ought to be fairly considered. The 
refining fire ought to be fanned. Out of a thousand 
books issued, possibly one is suited to your Sunday- 
school library, possibly.more. Let the refining fire burn 
the rest, so far as your school library is concerned. 

Lists of books that are not entirely unsuitéd to most 
Sunday-school libraries frequently appear in The Sunday 
School Times. Such lists will guide any library commit- 
tee in the preliminary ‘selection, but should ‘not deter- 
mine the final choice. Only a reading of each book by 
at least two of the committee, and an adoption of the 
report of the two by the whole committee, should do that. 

The head librarian ought to be chairman of the library 
committee. If he is not fitted for the chairmanship of 
the committee, he is not likely to be the right man_ for 
head librarian. He ought to be a lover of books, and a 
lover of children,—not a machine for checking library 
records. I use the masculine pronoun merely for 
the sake of convenience. Perhaps the best man for the 
place in your school is a woman. Then put her in 
the place. And let the office, at all times, have in full 
its deserved dignity and prominence, by bringing the 
head librarian into helpful, touch with teachers and 
scholars in their choosing of books from week to week. 
Encourage visits to the library on the part of.teacher and 
scholar, and let the librarian know how much that office 
can mean by referring library matters to him always. 

How to cultivate among the scholars a library-using 
habit is the second method, to perfect which is within 
the sphere of the library committee, working together 
with the superintendent and teachers. 

At the _gutset, it should be borne in mind that many 
children in your school have never acquiréd the reading 
habit. Some have only a vaguely latent interest in 
books of any sort. These never think of using the school 
library, because they never, voluntarily, read a book. 
Pioneer work can be done just here by the teacher. He 
who loves a good book js not slow to learn and tell its 
charm. The teacher who will talk tactfully, and glow a 
little over a taking book, is likely to kindle an answer- 
ing glow of curiosity and longing in the unbooked child. 
And to say that ‘' this very book may be found in our 
library’’ is a practical climax much to be desired. 
Hence the committee must. see to it that exceptionally 
attractive books are on the way to the library, or already 
a part of it, before any interest in the library can be 
awakened. ae 

In illustration of this need, 1 recall a class of boys of 
an average age of fifteen years, whom their teacher tried 
to interest in a city Sunday-school library. The boys 
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avowed that the library was. not for them, that never a 
book in it was worth their while. The teacher hopefully 
undertook to disprove this by examining every book in 
the library. The collection was fair, but the boys were 
about right in their judgment of it. It was not for them 
apparently. It could not especially interest them. 

Many a book is ‘‘ good,’’ but not attractive. And yet 
many agood book is attractive. A book deserving ofa place 

“ina Sunday-school library must be both good and-attrac- 
tive. It must not come to the boy-mind or girl-mind as 
a smug intruder, all too plainly ready with its medicinal 
dose, but rather as the bright-eyed, confidence-inspiring, 
welcome friend, who looks you frankly, winsomely, in 
the face. There are such books, —hundreds of them, — 
and of these the library committee, the superintendent, 
and the teacher, can confidently tell the scholar. To 
have such books in the library is of, first importance in 
awakening the scholar’ s interest in library-using. 

A shareholder is interested in his holdings. The 
scholars may well have holdings in the library. In 
Greenway Mission each class of the thirty or more, with 
a few exceptions, contributed enough money to buy one 
book. The committee chose a book for the class, and 
that book bears the class name. Ofcourse, any expressed 
desire of a class for a particular book was granted by the 
committee whenever practicable. From the day when 
these class subscriptions were first mentioned by the super- 
intendent, the use of library books has increased from a 
little armful to nearly one hundred volumes each Sunday. 
As new books have been added, temporary catalogs have 
been issued,—not to the scholars, but to the teachers, 
with the special request that the teachers help the schol- 


ars in choosing suitable books from the catalog. Simple 


+ as these two stimulants are, the results have been highly 


encouraging. Over one hundred new books have been 
added to the library during the year in which this plan 
has been in operation, and a goodly proportion of the 
lot look beautifully old and worn already. Loaned, with 
many others, by a kindly bookstore for examination, 
read and discussed by a committee, bought and paid for 
with a fund partly of the scholars’ own giving, and mainly 
of the teacher's raising, this company of good books is 
as popular with the school, and as much its own, as its 
Christmas festival, —which is saying much at Greenway. 
And not a book of them all is doomed to a clean, orna- 
mental existence. While there are thumb-marks and 
broken backs there is hope. «, 


Philadelphia. 
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One School's “ Plat- *" We have heard much of platforms 
form,’’ or Declara- and resolutions during the present 
tion of Principles § political campaign, and it seems to 
me that.we may take an object-lesson from this, and 
agree together upon a platform or declaration of princi- 
ples on which we may conduct our Sunday-school cam- 
paign for 1896-97,"' is the message of superinten- 
dent Charles E. Munson to the Broad Street Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school of Columbus, Ohio. The 
resolutions of their platform have been so carefully pre- 
pared, and are at,once so compact and comprehensive, 
that they are given herewith in full. 


Resolutions. 


The Sunday-School.—We believe the Sunday-school to be a 
most important branch of our church work, enabling both old and 
young to meet together for systematic study of God's Word, and 
thus more perfectly learn his will, and how we can best promote 
the interests of his kingdom among men. 

Membership.—We believe it is a privilege, as well as a duty, to 
give our time and strength to this form of Christian endeavor, and 
that it is worthy of our most earnest and self-sacrificing service. 

Attendance.—We believe it is the duty of every officer and 

teacher to be in attendance on every session of our school, except 
when unavoidably detained ; and when so detained, that ample 
notice should be given the superintendents, or a suitable substitute 
be provided. 
* Punctuality.—We believe it is very important for us all to be in 
our places at least ten minutes before the opening hour, to greet 
our pupils, and that lack of promptness on our part is sure to be 
imitated by our classes. 

The Service.—We believe it is our duty to assist heartily in the 
responsive readings, singing, and other parts of the service, and 
thus encourage our pupils to do the same. 

Deportment.—We believe the best way to have a quiet and 
orderly school is for each officer and teacher, by precept and ex- 
ample, to personally assist the superintendents in all parts of the 
service to this end. 

Records.—We believe it is the duty of every teacher to keep a 
eareful record of the name and residence of every pupil, and, 
when absent, look them up by personal visitation, note, or mes- 
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Numbers.—We believe, while the number of pupils is not the 
first consideration, that there is an enthusiasm in numbers, and 
that it is important to foster a missionary spirit in our classes, and 
constantly seek to bring in others, that we may be helpful to them. 

Organization.—We believe that, in most cases, classes will work 
with more enthusiasm and success when organized with officers, 
and rallying and other committees. 

Lesson Study. —We believe it is important that we begin to 
study the succeeding lesson as soon as the present one is over. 

Lesson Helps.—We believe the use of lesson -helps before our 
classes in many cases gives the impression to our pupils that we 
are not well prepared, and thus weakens our influence. Careful, 
conscientious preparation for our work, with intense earnestness, 
will in most cases command attention and do good. et 

Lesson Hour.—We believe it is our duty to devote every one of 
the few precious moments of the ‘‘ lesson hour"’ to teaching help- 
ful truths, leaving all other matters aside, extept those absolutely 
necessary to the right conduct of our classes. 

Teachers -Meeting.—We believe the best Sunday-school work- 
ers agree that a really live, useful Sunday-school can rarely be 
found without a regular teachers'-meeting for study and confer- 
ence, and that this meeting ought to have the support of every 
teacher who can possibly attend. 

Offerings.—We believe it is our duty to encourage every mem- 
ber of the school to bring an offering of some kind for our weekly 
collections, all of which go to the home and foreign missionary 
work. : 

Suggestions.—We believe it is the duty and the privilege of any 
officer or teacher to offer suggestions to each other looking to the 
improvement of our methods and the enlargement of our useful- 
ness, if such suggestions are made in a helpful and kindly spirit. . 

Our Aim.—We believe that all our plans, all our helps, all our 
efforts, should have for their end’ and aim the conversion of those 
out of Christ, the building up in our most holy faith of those 
already ‘‘ in the way,'’ and in helping to answer our prayer, ‘‘ Thy 
kingdom come ; thy will be done."’ 


———— 


Systematic and continuous house-to- 


Leaflet Invitation of = aca P 
house visiting is 


a Regular Visitor provided for in 


numerous city Sunday-schools by the 
employment of a regular ‘‘visitor,’’ or ‘‘ missionary."’ 
The missionary of the Western Avenue Methodist Epis- 
copal Sunday-school, Chicago, has prepared a leaflet 
of invitation which she uses frequently in her visiting, and 
which may contain hints toward devising others : 
DO YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE GO TO 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL ? 
If not, the 
Western Avenue M. E. Sunday-School 


Invites them to come there next Sunday afternoon at 2.30 
Six hundred of all ages are studying the Bible. 





Mothers may sit with the infants in the infant class. 
Boys and girls of all ages have the choice of thirty classes. 

3. Young men and women will find pleasant acquaintances 
and interesting instruction in the Young People's Bible classes. 
More than one hundred young people are in two classes, 

4. Then the older people have a class for themselves. 

COME NEXT SUNDAY. 
WESTERN AVENUE M. E. 


pom 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
Western Avenue, corner Monroe Street. 


EMMA R. ALBERTSON, 
Sunday-school Missionary. 





The Stormy Days 


By Ida Kays 


‘* T AM SORRY, indeed I am, to have only four here 

to answer to their names to-day. Only four out 
of thirteen !'’ repeated Mrs. Steele, class-record in hand, 
standing before her Sunday-school class, like a stern 
judge about to pronounce sentence. 

«« Suppose ‘it isn’t quite so pleasant as it might be, we 
must make an extra effort to get here. It isn’t encour- 
aging to talk to empty seats. You don’t feel the same 
interest, I don't feel the same interest, and I hope this 
will not occur again. It pays to come to Sunday-school."’ 

Does it, Mrs. Steele ? 

_I could not but wonder if her class—her four boys and 
girls—felt paid for braving wind and cold, to sit and 
listen to an uninteresting lesson finished off with a scold- 
ing for those—who were not there. 

Why could she not have made that lesson an unusually 
attractive one, indulging in a little personal talk with 
each of the venturesome few? She might even have 
told them a bright, cheery story, though they weren't 


little folks, and made it a day for them—perhaps for ~ 
herself—long to be remembered. 

Then next Sunday, when the sun shone, and the seats 
were filled again, she could have greeted her class with 
sweetest smile, and said : 

‘* How glad I am to see -you all’ here! You don't 
know how badly I felt*'—and .the face would grow 
grave—‘‘to have so many absent last Sunday.. But we 
had a good time,—we always do on stormy days,—and 
I hope not one of you will be scared away from Sunday- 
school again."’ . 

Even grown people feel the injustice and the sting of 
having other people lashed over their shoulders. 

‘« Tt was a miserable, stormy day,’ says an old friend, 
‘« and the few of us that ventured out to church thought we 
deserved great credit and a real spiritual treat ; but what 
did we get? A merciless scoring because so few were there. 
We didn’t go home feeling very good about it, either, 
nor strong in the determination to be one of the few on 
the next stormy day.”’ 

This preacher was akin to Mrs. Steele, and she is no 
creature of fancy, —just one of the many whose tempera- 


ture varies with the atmosphere, and helps to freeze her © 


class out of the Sunday-school. 
Kelly, Kansas. 
CD ; * 


Sunday-school scholars have obliga- 
tions to be reminded of, as well as the 
officers and teachers. In a reminder 
of a fall reunion and,a winter's work distributed to the 
Fourth Baptist Sunday-school of Baltimore, these ‘re. 
members’’ for the scholars were included. They will not 
all apply to every scholar in every school, but they may 
suggest others, adapted to local needs and limitations ; 


‘* Remembers ’’ 
for the Scholar 


Remember 


THAT you should always try to bring a new scholar with you. 
THAT there are a hundred and sixty-eight hours in the week; 
*" give at least one of them to the lesson. 

THAT your teacher eXpects you to be in your class every Sunday, 
THAT your teacher, pastor, and superintendents are always 
anxious to talk to you about your soul's salvation. 
THAT you should know the address of your teacher, pastor, and 

superintendent. 
THAT this is your school. 


THAT when you are sick, you should always send word to your ~ 


teacher or superintendent. 
THAT you should always know the golden text and memory 
verses. 


THAT you are always invited to come to preaching services. 
Oo 


Blackboard work done in the pres- 
Pencil Sketches in 


the Class ; 
; to have special value because the 


In class work, also, this has been found 
true, whether the teacher uses a small blackboard, a 
slate, or a pad of paper. Mrs. T. T. Linnard of Wyn- 


process is seen. 


cote, Pennsylvania, is one who has often used this method ~~ 


with her classes.* Sitting with the boys grouped about her, 
she has made rapid sketches with pencil and paper while 
they looked on. These might be simple outline maps, 
the places being marked as the lesson was going on 
* perhaps diagrams, acrostics, analyses, questions and 
answers ; perhaps sketches of persons or places, or the 
indication of a symbol, as a star or cross. In short, 
there may be not only the same sort of drawing in the 
class that can be done before the whole school, but the 
teacher may have more freedom in this than the super- 
intendent, and a larger scope in sketching. 


a 


Taking advantage of the advantages 
is not always done by Sunday-school 
teachers. For instance, in the cities 
and larger towns where union’ ¢ -achers' -meetings are 
customary, no doubt there will be teachers this year, as 
in other years, who will be always ‘‘ meaning to attend,”’ 
and seldom or never going. Such expositions and lesson 


Taking 
the Advantages 


studies as those conducted every year by the Rey. Dr * © 


R. R. Meredith and others, on week-days and week- 
nights, at a dozen places in Brooklyn, under the auspices 
of the Brooklyn Sunday-school Union, should be valued 
at their true worth by every Brooklyn Sunday-school 
teacher, and by each one utilized so far as possible. 
Similar privileges may be enjoyed in other cities and 
towns. Taking advantage of opportunities requires 
will-power, decision of character, a putting yourself out, 
of course. And then, you give, as well as get, at these 
meetings. That is an advantage too. 





ence of the Sunday-school is conceded _ 
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Lesson Calendar 


Fourth Quarter, 1896 


2. October 4.—Sol Anointed King. . . . . « « «1 Kings 1: 28-39 
@. October 11.—Solomon’s Wise-Choice. .... . - + » 3 Kings 3: 5-15 
* October 18.—Solomon’s Wealth and Wisdom, . . . 1 Kings 4: 75-34 
4 October 25.—The Proverbs of Solomon, ,...4.. 





. Prov, 2: 1-19 


5s November 1.—Building the Temple... .. . . « « » ¥ Kings 5: 1-12 
6. November 8,—-The Temple Dedicated. ...... 1 Kings 8 : 54-63 
7. November 15.—God’s Blessing upon Solomon . 1 Kings 9: 1-9 
8. November 22.—Rewards of Obedience . . . . 2. 64 » « Prov. 3!1-t7 
@ November 29.—The Fame of Solomon... .... 1 Kings 10: 1-10 
zo. December 6,—Solomon’s Sin. ... 1.6.45 ss es x Kings 12 : 4-73 
az. December 13.—Cautions against Intemperance. , . , Prov. 23: 15-25 
za. December 20.—The Birth of Christ. ......... Matt. 2: 1-12 


23. December 27.—Review 


C 


Outline Studies 


a Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 


On 
Stugly 19.—Solomon Warned 


1 Kings 9: 1-25. 
J, Criticism. . 


_ Any one can see for himself that this chapter and the two 
” following are made up from a number of distinct notices 
_ loosely bound together. Each paragraph must be treated by 
‘Wself, although there can be traced a simple plan of arrange- 
ment. Kittel (Vol. Il, p. 54) says ‘‘If I am not mistaken, 
we have in chapters 3-11 the firs¢ example in the Old Testa- 
ment of the writing of Azs¢ory in distinction from the bare an- 
malistic-records of facts.’’ 


_ Ji. ANALysis OF THE MATERIAL. 


‘After the completion of the buildings on which Solomon had 
set his heart, he had a second vision of Jehovah (9: 1, 2). 
The message, this time, was that of recognition of his good 
purposes (9 : 3), a promise of the perpetuity of the dynasty on 
condition of continued faithfulness and uprightness (9: 4, 5), 
and a prediction of grievous national distress and degradation 
_ im captivity, if Jehovah’s worship was neglected or abandoned 
(9: 6-9). At this same time came the settlement between 
Solomon and Hiram of Tyre, at which the latter was displeased 
49% 10-14). The description of the public works accomplished 
By Solomon through forced labor, and of the laborers and 
officers (9 : 15-23). A second reference to the Millo (9 : 24). 
Solomon’s custom in regard to the public services of the tem- 
ple (9 : 25). 

Mil. Torics ror Stupy, 


t. The Second Appearance of Jehovah -to Solomon. (1.) 
Its “ime. According to 9: 1, compared with 9: 10, the date 
would seem to be the twenty-first year of Solomon’s reign 
(comp. also 6: 38 and 7:1). That seems unlikely, and the 
whole matter is obscure. (2.) A dlessing, or a warning ? 
The temple is accepted; God promises to dwell there ; he 
adds that he will bless Solomon on condition of his faithful- 
mess. Might this not indicate the need of a warning? (3.) 
The prediction. In case of apostasy, there would follow cap- 
tivity, rejection of the temple as the abode of Géd, and the 
degradation of Israel. 

2. Solomon and Hiram. (1.) Their former relations. 
Wote 1 Kings 5 : 1-18; 7:13, 14; 1 Chron. 14: 1, 23 22: 
4; 2 Chron. 2: 11-18. Apparently there had been much 
mutual aid. (2.) Solomon’s final payment (1 Kings 9: 11). 
Were his resources so impaired that he was willing to violate 

~ the law of Israel about the alienation of the land? (Lev. 25 : 
23.) (3.) Hiram’s disgust. Hiram felt himself ill-paid and 
unworthily treated. He gave them back again to Solomon 
{2 Chron. 8:2). (4.) The consegstences, Practical estrange- 
ment for a century antil Ahab’s alliance (1 Kings 16: 37) 
_ with Ethbaal. 

3. The Forced Levy. (1.) Its nature. It was compulsory, 
a sort of draft. It was a dwrden (1 Kings 11 : 28, Rev. Ver., 
marg., comp. 12: 10). (2.) Its purpose. To furnish the 
means for his great enterprises,—the temple, the palaces, thie 
@efenses of Jerusalem, the fortresses at “Hazor, Megiddo, 
Gezer, Bethhoron, Tamar, etc. (3.) Its victims. The most 
‘wretched ones were the Canaanitish slaves, who probably did 
the hardest work (1 Kings 5:15). Less oppressed and yet 
over-burdened were freeborn Israelites (5 : 13). (4.) Its comse- 
gvences. _A discontented people (12: 4), and, Gnally, the 
,Sisruption of Solomon’s dominion, 
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God’s Blessing upon Solomon 


GOLDEN Text: The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, 
and he addeth no sorrow with it.—Prov., 10 : 22. 





(1 Kings 9: 1-9. Memory verses : 4, 5.) 
, Read 1 Kings 9: 1-28 
COMMON VERSION REVISED VERSION 


t And it came to pass, when 1 }And it came to pass, when 
Sdl’'o-mon had finished the Solomon had finished the 
building of the house of the building of the house of the 
LorD, and the king’s house, I,ORD, and the king’s house, 
and all Sél’o-mon's desire and all Solomon's * desire 
which he was pleased to do, which he was pleased to do, 

2 That the LORD appeared that the LORD appeared to 
to Sél’o-mon the second time, Solomon the second time, as 
as he had appeared unto him he had appeared unto him 
at Gib’e-on. 3 at Gibeon. And the LorD 

3 And the LorD said unto said unto him, I have heard 
him, I have heard thy prayer thy prayer and thy supplica- 
and thy supplication, that thou tion, that thou hast made be- 
hast made Selese me: | have fore me: I have hallowed 
hallowed this house, which thou this house, which thou hast 
hast built, to put my name there built, to put my name there 
for ever; and mine eyes and for ever ; and mine eyes and 
mine heart shall be there per- mine heart shall be there 
petually. 4 peipciually. And as for thee, 

4 And if thou wilt walk be- if tho uu wilt walk before me, 
fore me, as David thy father as David thy father walked, 
walked, in integrity of heart, in integrity of heart, and in 
and in uprightness, to do ac- uprightness, to do according 
cording to all that I have com- to all that I have com- 
fnanded thee, avd wilt keep my manded thee, and wilt keep 
Statutes and my judgm gments ; my statutes and my judge- 

5 Then I will establish the ments ; then I will establish 
oien of ny kingdom upon the throne of thy kingdom 
Is’ra-el for ever, as I promised over Israel for ever ; accord- 
to David thy father, saying, ing asI *promised to David 
There shall not fail thee a man thy father, saying, There 
upon the throne of Is’ra-el. shall not fail thee a man 

6 But if ye shall at all turn upen the throne of Israel. 
from following me; ye or your 6 But if ye shall turn away 
children, and will not keep my from following me, ye or 
commandments and my statutes your children, and not keep 
which I have set bolees you, my commandments and my 
but go and serve other gods, statutes which I have set -be- 
and worship them ; fore you, but shall go and 

7 Then will I cut off Is’ra-el serve other gods, and wor- 


wn 


out of the land which I have 7 ship them: then will I cut 
given them: and this house, off Israel out of the land 
which I have hallowed for my which I have given them ; 
name, will I cast out of my and this house, which I have 
sight ; and Is’ra-el shall be a hallowed for my name, will 
proverb and a byword among I cast out of my sight ; and 
all people : Israel shall be a proverb and 

8 And at this house, which is a byword among all peoples : 
high, every one that passeth ” 8 +and though this house be 


it shall be astonished, and s 
hiss; and they shall say, Why 
hath the LORD done thus unto 
this land, and to this house ? 


so high, yet shall every one 
that passeth by it be aston- 
ished, and shall hiss; and 
they shall say, Why hath the 

9 And they shall answer, Be- LORD done thus unto this 
cause they forsook the LoRD land, and to this house? 
their God, who brought forth 9 And they shall answer, Be- 
their fathers out of the land of cause they forsook the LorD 
E’gypt, and have taken hold their God, which brought 
upon other gods, and have wor- ~ forth their fathers out of the 
shipped thein, and served them : land of Egypt, and laid hold 
therefore hath the LORD brought on other gods, and wor- 
upon them all this evil. shipped them, and served 
them: therefore hath the 
LORD brought all this evil 
upon them. 

1See 2 Chr. vii. 12, (Rc. 2Or, delight *%Or, sfake concerning 4Or, 
and this house shall be high; every one &c. 

The American Revisers would substitute “my heart” for “mine 
heart’’ in verse 3, the spellin “judgment” for “*j ud, ement”’ in verse 4, 
“who” or “that” for “ whic in verse 9, an derek’ ” for “the 
Lory” wherever it occurs. 





A” 
Lesson Pian and Analysis 


TOPIC OF THE QUARTER : Establishing the Throne of David. 


GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Thy throne shail be ¢s- 
tablished for ever,—2 Sam. 7 : 16 


Lesson Topic: Guarding the King’s Prosperity. 


OUTLINE : { 1. Solomon Encouraged, vs. 1-5. 
2. Solomon Warned, vs. 6-9. 
DaiLty Home READINGS : 
M.—1 KINGS 9: 1-9. God's blessing upon Solomon. 
T.—Dent. 4: 1-10. Wisdom and understanding. 
W.—Deut. 11 : 13-21. Conditions of prosperity. 
T.—Deut. 28 : «14. Blessing of the Lord, 
F.—2 Kings 25 : 1-10.' Warnings fulfilled. 
S.—Jer. 22: 1-9. The heathen reproaching. 
S.—Psa. 11:2: 1-10. Godliness is profitable. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 


= 
Lesson Analysis . 
I. SOLOMON ENCOURAGED. 


1. By Pulfitied Desires : 
Solomon had finished .. . 
Solomon finished . . 


all Solomon's desire (1). 
. all that came into Solomon's heart (2 Chron. 


: rr). 
He shaft give thee the desires of thine heart (Psa. 37 : 4). 
2. By Divine Visitations : 
The Lord appeared to Solomon the second time (2). 
In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solonion in a dream (1 Kings 


3 * 5). 

We will come unto him, and make our abode with him (John 
14 : 23). 

3. By Approving Utterances : 
I have heard thy prayer: ... 1 have hallowed this house (3). 


« Lhave heard th yer, t have soon th tears (2 20 : 5). 
Thgareersaed tees ala epaaens oh pce mtn or, Prob 


4- By Announced Conditions : 

If thou wilt walk before me,... oy gh gs gam (4. 
Walk before me, and . thou perfect I 
If thou shalt confess, , . . and tat b believe Neve (Hom “TO: 9). 

5- By Great Promise: : 

© Then ? wilt establish the throne of thy kingdom (5). 
i will establish . . . his —— for ever (2 Sam. 7 : 13). 


He shall reign for ever and ever (Rey, rz : 15). 


Il. SOLOMON WARNED. 
1. Israel’s Liabilities ; 
Tf ye shall turn away, .... and not keep, .. .-but shail go (6). 
If ye torn away, and forsake, ++» and shall go, .., ane worship 


2 Chron. 7 : 19). 
If his children - ES . walk not;... break, . 

(Psa. 89 : 30, 31). 
2. Israel’s Penalties : 

Then will I cut off; ... and... cast out of my sight (7). 
Then will I pluck nee up;..-. and... cast out (2 Chron. 7:20). 
Then will I visit... their iniquity with stripes (Psa. 89 : 32). 

- Israel's Humiliation : 

yee shall be a proverb and a Dyaierd (7). 
Thou shalt become . . . a proverb, and a byword erre a8: 37). 
Thou makest us. « byword among the nations (Psa. 44 : 14). 
4. Israel's Condemnation : 

Therefore hath the Lord brought all this evil upon them (9). 
Your 9 sage have separated between you and your God (ima. 


.. keep not 


59: 
Sin esttennd into the world, and death through sin (Rom. 5 : 12). 
—— 


Verse 1.—'' Solomon had finished the buildi .. and all.” 
(rt) Great schemes ; (2) Earnest efforts ; (3) Satiakectoty. results. 
Verse 2.—'‘ The Lord appeared to Solomon the second time.” 
(1) The first appearance,—when? how? why? (2) Fhe second 
ag aay f sa how? why? 
erse 3.—‘‘I have heard:...I have hallowed.’’ (1x) Prayer 
offered ; (2) Supplication heard : a 3) Blessing bestowed. 
Verses 4, 5.—"'If thou wilt;:.. 1 will.’* (1) A condition im- 
pees; (2) A blessing assured. 
Verses 6, 7.—*‘ If ye shall turn away:... then will I cut off.” 
i ang postasy feared ; (2) Rejection threatened. 
8.—*' Why hath the Lord done thus?” 
Peco (2) A pertinent inqui 
Verse 9.—‘‘ They forsook the ord." 
baleful deed ; (3) A plaintive lament. 


XY 


(1) A surprising 
(1) Asad record ; (2) A 


Lesson Surroundings and ~ 
Critical Notes 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


TRUCTURE of THe Account.—The first fourteen verses 
of the ninth chapter of 1 Kings may be regarded as one 
of the papers which compose the Book of Kings in its present 
form. This paper completes the consecutive history of Solo- 
mon’s reign ‘up to the time of his apostasy, following the 
paper which describes the dedication of the temple, and pre- 
ceding one which is made up of details concerning his reign 
in general (9: 15 to 10: 29). It treats of two quite different 
topics,—namely, the second theophany vouchsafed to Solo- 
mon (1-9), and the settlement of his accounts with Hiram 
(10-14). 

THE PARALLEL AcccuNT.—It so duplicates the phraseology 
as to show that the writer in 2 Chronicles (7 : 11-22) had the 
account in Kings before him, but its abridgments and its 
amplifications are alike noticeable. 

THE ProGress oF Events.—This must be learned. by 
merely probable inference irom. particulars. Probably the 
completion of the temple synchronized with the’ Egyptian 
alliance (1 Kings 3: 1, etc., comp. 6: 38; 7:1; 9: 10). 

This secured peace to Solomon from such men as Hadad 
(11: 14-25). Further, his African and Indian commerce 
probably went into operation at about the same date (9 : 25 4- 
28 ; 2 Chron. 8: 164-18). 

If the temple was dedicated soon after its completion, a 
dozen years or more elapsed between thaf event and the event 
of the lesson (1 Kings 9:1, 10). During that time Solomon 
had been living in Jerusalem in spiendor with his royal Egyp- 
tian wife. If he was twelve years old at his accession,+he had 
now reached the age of about thirty-six. Thus far he was 
marvelously successful, After thirteen years of waiting, he 
had now just moved into his magnificent new palace. He 
still fetained his fidelity to the Lord, but his wide plans had 
brought him into contact with all those forms of temptation 
that attend upon luxury and worldliness, and the companion- 
ship of men who are distinguished and cultured, but not of 
the true faith. The theophany of the lesson seems to have 
been vouchsafed for the purpose of warning Solomon against 
yielding to temptations from which he was in great danger. 

ma 
Critical Notes 

The lesson contains, first, a brief account of the theophany 
(1, 2), and then the words that the Lord spoke to Solomon in 
the theophany (3-9). The words spoken by the Lord include 
a promise,—first, touching the temple (3) ; and, second, touch- 
ing Solomon and Israel (4, 5), and a threat touching the tem- 
ple and Israel (6-9). 

Verses 1, 2.—Had finished . . . the king’s house: Thirteen 
years after the temple was finished (7 : 1; 9 : 10).—Soe/omon’s 
desire: The abstract noun is here used figuratively for the 
concrete ; desire is put for the things that satisfy desire, that 
give delight. ‘The reference is to —_ cagsane as riers 











le et ee) ee 


















throne, ds salable case eset sis dabitling- vedic, the beau- 
tiful furniture of the temple, and other articles of magnificence 
and luxury.— Wes pleased todo: This should rather be ‘‘ was 
pleased to make,’’ so that it may fit the concrete meaning of the 
previous noun, By implication, these statements are limited to- 
the temple and the king’s palace, and the things made for them. 
The writer in Chronicles makes this explicit: ‘* All that came 
into Solomon’s heart to make in the-house of the Lord, and in 
his own house.’’— Zhe Lord appeared... a second time; The- 
ophany is a rare token of divine favor. The fact that it was 
granted to Solomon twice in his lifetime is spoken of as a 
signal honor (1 Kings 11:9). God was unwilling to let Solo- 
mon go-to the bad, without using especial influences to save 
him.—At Gideon: The implication is that the second the-: 
ophany was not at Gibeon. Probably it was in Jerusalem. 
The fact that it was by night (2 Chron. 7: 12) indicates, per- 
haps, that it was in the palace rather than the temple. 

Verse 3.—— Zhy prayer and thy supplication: The phrasé 
corresponds with that in 1 Kings 8: 28, and the reference 
is to the prayer made at the dedication of the temple. The 
parallel place gives this in enlarged form,. mentioning the 
petitions of the dedication prayer, one after the other: 
‘*T have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to 
myself for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that 
there be no rain, or if I command the locust to devour 
the land, or if I send pestilence among ‘my people ; if my 
people, upon whom my name is called, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, aud turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and: will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. Now shall mine eyes be open, and 
mine ears attent, unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
And now have I chosen and hallowed this house ’’ (2 Chron. 
7: 12-16, comp. 6: 26, 28, 29, 30, 40).— Zo put my name 
there forever: One of the phrases from_Deuteronomy, which 
we have found so abounding in what is said concerning the 
temple.—A/ine eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually : 
Solomon had prayed: ‘* That thine eyes may be open toward 
this house night and day’’ (8 : 29, etc.), The answer is 
larger than the petition. God’s heart will be there, as well as 
his eyes. 


















































































Verses 4, 5.—Thus far God’s message of promise to Solo- 
mon cancerns the temple, but now it turns to the case of Solo- 
mon himself.—Z/ thou wilt walk: The words are repeated 
from those describing Solomon’s first theophany (3 : 14). 
God’s promise to David and his sons, so far as it concerned 
the eternal kingdom and the purpose of blessing to mankind, 
was irrevocable, even for the sins of David’s sons (2 Sam, 7:.- 
14-16) ; and yet, so far as any particular member of David’s 
line is concerned, the promise is conditioned on obedience. 
Everywhere in the universe we meet this problem of the rela- 
tions of finite free will to the purposes of the infinite.—As 
David... walked: To David 4s*attributed, 
record of the first theophany (1 Kings 3 : 6, 14), integrity of 
heart, uprightness, the doing of all God’s commands. Again 
we need to remind ourselves that such language as this is 
spoken of David in the character of a repentant sinner, and 
that in it the sinful part of his record is neither ignored nor 
approved ; 


here as in the 


and, further, that these passages of strong approval 
have especial reference to David’s public policy concerning 
the national religion.— 7%e throne of thy kingdom over Israel 
forever e 
that it 1s a promise to Israel as well as to Solomon.—As / 
spake concerning David thy father: So, correctly, the margin 
of the Revised Version. In Chronicles we have: ‘* As I cov- 
enanted with David thy father.’’—A man upon the throne. of 
fsrael; Israel has no succession of tem- 
poral rulers of the line of David; but we Christians hold that 
Jesus Christ, of the stock of David, is on the throne, and will 
reign eternally. ° 


Note: that the promise is eterfally operative, and 





Since’ Zerubbabel, 


The remaining verses of the lesson are the threat against 
Israel and the’ temple, in case of Israel’s disobedience. What 
is said of Israel, as distinguished from what is said concerning 
the temple,.is essentially a series of quotations from the 
threatenings that are frequently repeated in the Pentateuch. 
The four verses include, first, : 
threat is made (v. 


the condition on which the 

6); second, a threat against Israel and the 
temple (v. 7@); third, the threat repeated in another form 
(vs. 74, 8a); fourth, the threat enforced by a citation from 
Deuteronomy, (vs. 8 4, 9). 

if Verse 6.—Aut: This connective is supplied. The Hebrew 

‘a begins abruptly, without jt, In Chronicles, the connective is 

; properly ‘‘and.’’—J/ ye shall turn away from following me: 
Except the conjunction, this phrase is from Numbers 32 : 15, 
similar phrases being frequent in the Pentateuch.—And shall 
go and serve other gods, and worship them: Slightly changed 
from Deuteronomy 8 : 19, with numerous similar passages. 
In its form, this applies to Israel rather than to Solomon, 
though, of course, Solomon’s conduct would largely deter- 
mine that of his people. 

Verse 7¢.—On the basis of the condition just stated, a 
threat is made, first against Israel, and then against the tem- 
ple.— Cut off : In Chronicles, ** pluck them up by the roots,”’ 
as in Deuteronomy 29 : 28.— Ont of the land: In the He- 
brew, ‘from upon the face of the ground.’’— 7%e ground 
which I have given them: See Deuteronomy 26 : 15, etc.— 
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And this house... will I cast out of my sight: Uf Israel shall 
incur the punishment.that God has denounced, then the tem- 
ple will not protect him from it. God will banish the temple 
from his sight, and refuse to look upon it, and inflict the pun- 
ishment. He has promised, indeed, that his eye shall be upon 
the house, but that promise will be forfeited if Israel is dis- 
obedient. 3 

Verses 7 4, 8 2.—The double threat against Israel and against 
the temple is repeated, and made more severe.—And Jsrael 
shall be a proverb and a byword among all the peoples: 
Scarcely changed from Deuteronomy 28 : 37. The transla- 
tion in Chronicles, ‘‘ I will make it a.proverb,’’ is certainly 
mistaken. It should be, ‘‘I will make him a proverb.’’ In 
all three records it is Israel that is to be made a byword, not 
the temple. ~ Israel will not merely be cui off out of his land, 
but will be’ subjected to further humiliations and injuries.— 
And this house will be on high: This is the correct transla- 
tion. It is nearly that of the margin of the Revised Version. 
The house will be conspicuous.—Zvery one that passeth by it 
shall be astonished: Its conspicuousness will be painful, and 
not glorious.—And shall hiss; Or, whistle ; the expression of 
one who is perplexed, and unable to explain what he sees. 
We have again, and in a stronger form of statement, the truth 
that the Lord’s temple will not save Israel unless Israel is 
obedient. God will regard his promise as forfeited. He 
will not only refuse to look favorably upon the house, but 
he will make it as conspicuous in dishonor as it is now in 
honor. 

Verses 84, 9.—The threat has been thus far stated with 
many allusions to the statements recorded in the older Scrip- 
tures, which are here assumed to have been familiar to the 
mind of Solomon ; now it is clinched by a somewhat extended 
quotation from Deuteronomy 29 : 24-27 (23-26). In the fol- 
lowing translation, made to show the form of. the quotation, 
the parts printed in commop type are common to Deuteronomy 
and Kings, the parts printed in italics are peculiar to Deute- 
ronomy, and the parts printed in small capitals are peculiar to 
Kings. A glance will show that the writer in Kings has 
omitted several clauses, but has added nothing except the 
clause ‘‘and to this house.’’ The other apparent additions 
are mere transpositions : 


‘And ad/ the nations shall say : Why hath Yahweh done thus 
to this land AND TO THIS HOUSE? What is this great heat of 
anger? And they shall say : Because that they forsook she cove- 
nant of Yahweh the God of the fathers of them, who made a cove- 
nant with them when he brought THE FATHERS OF them out from 
the land of Egypt; and they went and served LAID HOLD ON 
other gods and worshiped them, AND SERVED THEM," 


—And they shall say: The subject is not ‘‘every one that 
passeth by,’’ for that is in the singular ; the subject here is 
indefinite, —men shall say ; or, if you please, the subject is the 
nations, The 
words properly begin a new sentence, and should be so punc- 
tuated.—Amd fo this house: A clause inserted among the 
quoted clauses, like the second clause of the'seventh verse, 
and the first clause of the eighth. These clauses mark the 
relation of the ancient.scriptural statements with the events of 
the time of Solomon, Once more God repeats the truth that 
he will not accept the temple as a substitute for the obedience 
due him.— 7herefore hath the Lord, etc.: Modified from 
Deuteronomy 29: ”7. 

It is worth while to note that our lesson represents Solomon 
as familiar with his Bible, and represents that God made this 
revelation to “him largely by the process of impressing the 
statements of his Bible upon his mind. 


as in the quoted passage in Deuteronomy. 





At the time of his first theophany, Solomon was a young 
boy, anxious because of the responsibilities that lay upon him, 
deeply conscious of his need of divine help. - At the time of 
the second, he was a man in his prime, with a successful past 
behind him, a limitless future before him, and a deserved repu- 
tation for wonderful wisdom. But the sage* and statesman 
had lost, apparently, more wisdom than he had gained ; for, 
with all his acquirements, he no longer held those close rela- 
tions to his heavenly Father that had characterized his child- 
hood. And so, in spite of the warning so graciously given 
him, he suffered himself, even while he grew in wealth and 
power and reputation and knowledge and culture, to degene- 
rate in morality and piety. The gifted and the cultured are 
not exempt from danger, nor above the need_.of daily grace. 

Auburn Theological Seminary. 

ASA 
The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


HE completion of the temple was the crowning glory of 
the reign of Solomon, To be great builders had, from 
immemorial ages, been the passion of Eastern rulers, as we see 
in the remains of Babylon and Egypt, among other lands. 
Nor is it wonderful that they showed an ambition to raise 
temples, for their erection promised to secure the favor of the 
god thus honored, while it consolidated the religious institu- 
tions of the country, made the capital the center of religious 
pilg.iaage and endeared it to the people as such, propitiated 





_ daughter of Pharaoh ; 


spices, horses, and mules. 
>. 





the favor of the priesthood to their patron, and at the same 
time -brought them under his eye, and thus guarded him. 
against their possible treason. Still more, it enriched the city 
with the money expended by the innumerable pilgrims. To 
build palaces flattered the Oriental love of magnificence, while 
providing for the selfish, unbounded luxury which Eastern 
kings universally assume as befitting the throne. 

Solomon’s temple and palace appear to have been completed 
only in the twentieth year of his reign (1 Kings 9: 10), but in 
these years he had also finished other undertakings, briefly 
described as ‘‘all his desire which he was pleased to do,’’ in 
building (1 Kings 9: 1). This included, besides the temple 
and paiace, so far as recorded, the house for his queen, the’ 
the fortress Millo, on the west side of 
the central town valley; the wall of Jerusalem; the fortifica- 
tions of Hazor, among the green hills of Naphtali, west of 
Lake Merom, once the city of Jabin the Canaanite ; those of 
Megiddo, a strong place, apparently on the hillg looking north 
over the plain of Jezreel ; and the town and walls of Gezer, 
on the edge of the hills northwest of Jerusalem, which had 
belonged to the Canaanites, but had been taken by Pharaoh, 
burnt, and depopulated, and then handed over as a masriage 
gift to the royal destroyer’s daughter, Solomon’s wife, 

But these were only a small part of the wise king’s build- 
ings, for we read elsewhere of his building a stronghold at the 
bottom of the pass of Beth-horon, agd restoxing the now 
unknown Baalath, and Tamar, or possibly Tadmor, apparently” 
Palmyra, in the desert, between Damascus and the junction of 
the Khabour and the Euphrates ; and of ‘ store-cities ? and 
cities for his chariots, and cities for his horsemen, ‘*and that 
which Solomon desired to build for his pleasure in Jerusa- 
lem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion” 
(1 Kings 9: 15-19). He seems, indeed, to have had a mania 
for building, and to have been able to humor it to the full, 
having, as a despot, all the wealth of the empire at his com- 
mand, and also the unpaid labor of his subjects, always avail- 
able, to any extent, by a forced levy. s 

A second vision, in which God appeared to the great Jewish 
sultan after the temple was finished, is recorded. His prayers, 
he was told, had been heard, and God’s eyes and heart would 
be continually in the new sanctuary. 






If Solomon remained 
loyal to God, as David had been, his throne was to endure 
” which, indeed, was the 
case till the Captivity, more than four hundred years later. Tf, 
however, he or his children turned aside after other gods, Israel 
would be cut off from the land, and the temple itself would be 
destroyed. Meanwhile, prosperity unbounded was vouchsafed 
to both king and country. Tribute from many provinces © 
poured in, large numbers of slaves were obtained by drafts , 
from the remnants of the original inhabitants,—Amorites, 

Hittites, Perizzites,Hivites, and Jebusites, 


**for ever,’’ an heir never failing it; 


Wealth flowed into the exchequer, moreover, to an amazing 
amount, from a foreign trade which Solomon set afoot from a 
port on the Red Sea, where he induced Hiram to -build ships 
for him, the Jews not being themselves able to do so; these 
vessels, called ‘‘ Tarshish ships,’’ from their size, sailing as far 
as India, and to Ophir, the exact locality of which is disputed. 
Hiram even: furnished crews to navigate the vessels when 
built. Solomon further established trade, especially in horses, 
with Egypt, selling them at great prices to all the neighboring 
states. ; , 

From one or other of these sources riches untold overflowed 
the land. Gold, silver, ivory, and apes and peacocks, came, 
after every three years’ voyage, from the Far East. The ‘* pres- 
ents ’’ given yearly to Solomon, as over-lord, by countiess dig-” 
nitaries, comprised vessels of gold and silver, raiment, armor, 
Silver, we read, was as plentiful” 
as stones, and cedar-wood as that of sycomore, and everything 
seemed to promise a long period of splendor to the empire, 
But, while God thus blessed him, Solomon, on his side, ere- 
long forgot the conditions on which he held all this glory, and 
was laying the ax at the root ofvall the magnificence which he ~ 
so greatly affected. 

Bournemouth, England. 


KAY 
Promises and Threatenings 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


i ives successful end of a great £0: . is often the beginning 

of a great reaction. When the tension is slackened, the _ 
whole nature of the worker is relaxed, and the temptation fo 4 : 
slothfuf self-indulgence is strong. God knows our frame, and 
mercifully times his manifestations to the moments of special — ’ 


need. So, when Solomon had finished his great task, ** the 
Lord’’ appeared the second time, as he had appeared in 
Gibeon. 


There hed been no manifest token of approval 
during all the years of building the temple, for none was 
needed ; but now there was danger that the finished work 
might be followed by languor and indifference, and therefore 
once more God spoke words of stimulus, both promises and 
warnings. ; 

A solemn alternative is set before the king, both parts of ~ 7 
which are fitted to rouse his energy and inspire him to fasthful 
obedience.. The same alternatives are presented to each of 
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us. In verses 3-5, God promises blessed-results from clinging 
to him and keeping his statutes; in verses 6-9 he mercifully 
threatens the tragic issues of departure. In applying these to 
ourselves we must remember that outward prosperity was 
attached to a devout life more closely in Israel than it is now. 
But, though the form of the blessings dependent on doing 
God’s will alters, the reality remains unaltered. 

1. The promises to Solomon are preceded by the assurance 
that his prayer had been heard. The answer corresponds 
very beautifully to the petitions. God has ‘‘ put his name” 
. in the temple, as the descent of the glory to rest between the 
cherubim visibly showed, and thus has fulfilled Solomon’s peti- 
tion , but the answer surpasses the prayer in that the presence 


| of * the name” is promised “for ever.’’ Similarly, in Psalm 


“192, the answer to the petition ‘Arise into thy rest’’ tran- 
scends the petition which it answers, and adds the same 
promise of perpetuity, ‘‘ This is my rest for ever.’’ Again, 
Solomon had prayed, ‘‘ that thine eyes may be open towards 
this house,’’ andl God answers with the expanded promise that 
not his eyes only, but his heart, shall be there perpetually. 
He is ‘‘ able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think,”’ and he delights to surprise us with over-answers to 
our pfayers. We cannot widen our desires so far but that his 
_ gifts will stretch beyond them on every side. But the promise 
of perpetual dwelling in the temple is conditional, as appears 
in the latter part of the lesson, though no condition is stated 
at first. q 

The promises to Solomon individually are all contingent. 
The all-important ‘if’? at the beginning of verse 4 governs 
the whole. The divine eulogium on David, which introduces 
the promises, suggests how mercifully God regards the imper- 
fect lives of his servants, That merciful interpretation of con- 
duct is temoved by a whole universe from palliation of sin. 
It affords mo.gfound for our thinking little of our inconsisten- 
cies. David's crime was sternly rebuked and sorely punished, 
but still his life, in its main drift and outline, could be pre- 
sented as ‘a pattern, as being marked by integrity of heart and 
uprightness. The moon shines like a disk of silver, though its 
‘surface is pitted with extinct volcanoes. 
_ We may note, too, the pregnant description in outline of 
the elements of a devout life, as enjoined on Solomon. The 
first requisite is to walk before God ; that is, to nourish a con- 


 timual consciousness of his presence, and to regulate all 


_ actions and thoughts under the thrilling and purifying sense 
of being ever in the great Taskmaster’s eye. Only we are not 
to think of him as only a taskmaster, but as a loving Friend 
and Helper. A child is happy in its little work or play when 
it knows that its father is looking on with sympathy, The 
sense of God’s eye being on us should ‘‘ make a sunshine in a 
shady place,’’ should lighten labor and sweeten care. It is at 
the root of practical obedience, as its place in this sequence 
shows ; for there follow it, in verse 4, ‘‘ integrity of heart and 
uprightness,’’ on which again follow obedience to all God’s 
- commandments. 

First must come the clear recognition of God’s relation to 
‘us. That recognition will influence our relation to him, bend- 
~ ing hearts to love and wills to submit, and the whole inward 
being to cleave to him. Thence, and only thence, will issue 
in the life the streams of practical obedience. It is vain to 
seek to produce righteous deeds unless the heart is right, and 
it is as yain to labor at making the heart right unless thoughts 
of what God is to us have purified it. Morality is rooted in 
religion, On the other hand, no knowledge of the truth about 
God is worth anything unless it touches the hidden man of the 
heart, and then passes outwards to mold conduct. “ Faith 
without works is dead.’’ Correct theology and glowing emo- 
tions lack their consummation if they do not impel to holy and 
God-pleasing living. 

The reward promised in verse 5 is for Solomon alone. His 
throne is to be ‘‘established for ever.”’ The duration in- 
tended by that expression is therefore not absolutely unlimited, 
but equivalent to ‘‘ during thy lifetime.’’ Solomon could only 


"> affect himself by his obedience. The continuance of the 


Kingdom after him depended on his successors. His posses- 
sion of the throne during his life was the beginning of the ful- 
filment of the promise to David referred to in verse 5, but it 
was only the beginning, and, like all God’s promises, it was 
contingent on obedience. We receive no outward kingdom if 
we are servants of God; but, in deepest truth, the righteous 
man is a king, ‘‘lord of himself, though not of lands.”” All 
ereatures serve the soul that serves God, and all Christ’s 
_ brethren share in his royalty. 
* 2. The second part of this divine utterance is addressed to 
the whole nation, as is marked by the ‘‘ ye’ there cémpared 
with the ‘‘ thou ”’ in verse 4, and it lays down for succeeding 
generations the conditions on which the new temple, that 
Stood glittering in the bright Eastern sunshine, should retain 
its pristine beauty. While the address to Solomon incited to 
Obedience by painting its blessed consequences, that to the 
mation reaches the same end by the opposite path of darkly 
portraying the ruin that would be caused by departure from 
God. God draws by holding out a hand full of good things, 
and he no less lovingly drives by stretching out a hand armed 
A plain declaration of evils that dog disobedience is as lov- 





— 


ing as a bright vision of the good that attends on submission. 
The sternest threatenings of Scripture are spoken that they 
may never need to be done. There is no more foolish mis- 
conception of Christianity than that which calls it harsh 
because it reveals that ‘‘ the wages of sin is death.’’ Note 
that the threatenings conte second, not first. God’s heart is 
averse to smite. To lavish blessing is his delight, and judg- 
ment is ‘‘ his work, his strange work,’’ forced on him by sin. 
. The special sin against which Israel was warned was that 
to which it was specially prone and tempted by its circum- 
stances. When all the nations ‘ worshiped stocks and stones,’’ 
it was hard to ‘‘ keep thy faith so pure ’’ as to have no share 
in the universal bewitchment. So the whole history of the 
people is one of lapses into idolatry and of chastisements lead- 





_ing to temporary amendment, until the long, sharp lesson of the 


Captivity eradicated the disposition to be as the nations around. 
No doubt, idolatry in its crudest forms is outgrown now in 
Western lands, but sense still craves material embodiment of 
the unseen, and still feels the pressure of the material and 
palpable. Hence the earthwards direction of sa many lives. 
Asthmatical patients often breathe easier in the slums of the 
city than in pure mountain air, and sense-bound men find 
difficulty in respiration on the heights of a religion which 
minimizes the appeal to sense. 

The penalty attached to departure from God was the loss of 
the land. Israel held it on a tenure like that of some of our 
English nobility, who hold their estates on condition of doing 
some service to the sovereign. Of course, that connection 
between serving God and national prosperity involved con- 
tinual supernatural intervention, and cannot be applied en- 
tirely to national prosperity now ; but it still remains true that 
moral and religious corruption saps the foundations of a 
people’s well-being, and, when carried far enough, destroys a 
people’s existence. The solemn threat of becoming “a proverb 
and a byword’’ among all ‘peoples is quoted, apparently, 
from Deuteronomy 28 : 37, and hag been only too terribly ful- 
filled for weary centuries. 

The promise in verse 3, that God’s eyes and heart should be 
perpetually on the temple, has now the condition attached 
that Israel should cleave to the Lord. Otherwise it will be 
cast out of his sight, and be a mark for scorn and wonder. 
The vivid representation of a dialogue between passers-by is 
quoted from Deuteronomy 29 : 24-26, where it is spoken in 
reference t6 the nation, It carries the solemn thought that 
God’s name is made known among the heathen by'the punish- 
ment of his unfaithful people, not less really, and sometimes 
more strikingly, than by the blessings bestowed on the 
obedient. If we will not magnify him by joyous service, 
which he can magnify himself by rewarding with good, he will 
magnify himself on us by retribution, the more severe as our 
blessings have been the greater. The lightning-scathed tree, 
standing white in the forest, witnesses to the power of the 
flash, as its leafy sisters in their green beauty proclaim the 
energy of the sunshine. Israel has, perhaps, been a more 
convincing witness for God, in its homeless centuries, than 
ever it was witen at rest in the good land, ‘‘ If God spared 
not the netural branches, take heed lest he also spare not 
thee.”’ . ; 

Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 


AS 
‘Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


God's Second Visit to Solomon 


HERE are most saddening ruins in Thebes, Nineveh, Pal- 
enque, Athens, etc. But the saddest of all are the 
ruins of a human life. God graciously heard all the words of 
the king at the dedication of the temple, and remembered 
them. Thirteen years after, he has come to him again. God 
has fulfilled all the unconditioned promises (v. 3), and appeared 
again to reiterate once more the conditional ones,—promises 
that could not be fulfilled unless Solomon kept his part of the 
covenant. This he was not doing at the time of this second 
visit. How unspeakably sad that God’s offer of long life, a 
perpetual line of kings from one’s own dynasty, and prosperity 
for millions of people, should be rejected, and a fleeting 
pleasure, soon to be closed by degth, should be eagerly grasped 
instead. 

Solomon must have been already blunted and dulled by sen- 
sual pleasures, must have already become a ¢lave to heathen 
women, not to have rallied back to his old honor and power at 
God’s second visit. Not even his own interest, nor the vision 
of the holy and beaut*ful house trodden down, nor his own 
people a byword and a hissing, etiles in all climes and 
centuries, can make him turn back to the worship of the tried 
and true God. There are no chains of slavery like those that 
pleasure weaves for the soul. 

God's fidelity to his promises is written in every land by the 
presence of any Jew. They belong in their own land to be a 
colossal proof of the fact that righteousness exalteth a nation. 
They are exiles in every land as a proof that sin is a curse to 
any people, 

University Park, Colo, 





By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 
LL Solomon's desize which he was pleased to do(v. 1). 
It looks as though Selomon had become somewhat swo!- 
len and spiritually torpid through success. ‘Fhere are under- 
tones of warning striking through all these notes of blessing. 
Satisfied desire is sometimes a dangerous thing spiritually. 
It is so easy for us to become self-dependent, to say ‘* Is not 
this great Babylon, which 7 have built?’’ Religion is rela- 
tion. Whatever breaks relation with God is dangerous, even 
though it be some bright prosperity, some fair ideal caught 
and actualized. It looks as though Solomon’s self-satisfaction 
with all ta which he had so triumphantly set his hand had 
begun to damage his recognition of dependence upon God. 
Because of the abundance of the revelation, and lest, there- 
fore, he should be exalted above measure, even the Apostle 
Paul must feel the thrust of the thorn in the flesh. I was 
raising once some canary birds. The cage was hung in a 
shaded place, and the mother bird was diligently brooding her 
eggs. But one bright day I took pity on the brooding bird, 
and hung the cage in the full sunlight. At once the bird 
seemed to forget her eggs and duty, and, leaving them, went 
chirping about the cage, and would not brood more, It was 
not until I put her back into the shadow that she returned to 
her eggs, in danger of perishing through missing her warmth. 
Let us not let brightness bereave us from God and his service 
as Solomon seemed to be letting it. Sometimes we need fail- 
ure of desire to force us to recognition of God. The soul is 
in health if God be steadily remembered. But a sure sickness 
of soul is striking him who forgets God, even though he stand 
amid the delightful garden of desires at fullest bloom. 


L have heard thy prayer. and thy supplication (¥. 3). Prayer 


is nota calling into vacancy ; it-is speech into the ear and 
heart of God. No mother is so quick to turn to the cry of a 
child as is God to make response to the cry of a human soul. 
The Bible is full of the certainty that God hears prayer. The 
instinct of prayer is in me, and the Bible meets and matches 
my iustinct with the revelation that God will not cheat that 
instinct which he has implanted. Says Dr. Austin Phelps: 
‘*** Good prayers,’ says dn old English divine, ‘never come 
weeping home. I am sure I shall receive either what I ask or 
what I should ask.’ Such a habit of feeling gs this will-give to 
prayer that quality which Dr. ‘Chalmers observed as being the 
characteristic of the prayers of Doddridge,—that they had an 
intensely ‘ business-like ’ spirit.’’ In his. diary Dr. Chalmers 


records this petition: ‘‘ Make me sensible of real answers’ to - 


actual requests as evidences of an interchange between myself 
on earth and my Saviour in heaven.’’ This is what we need, 
—such recognition of the certainty that God does hear prayer 
as shall rescue prayer from poor routine, and cause us to 
engage in it, as though it were, what it really is, a genuine and 
noble business errand to the Almighty. 2 

And mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually 
(v. 3). That is very beautiful. In that dedicated temple the 
divine eye should be open to observe, and the divine heart be 
present to bless, brood, sympathize. And Solomon’s shining 
temple is but dim symbol of the regenerate heart,—the temple 
for every clime and time, and wherein God now dwells. There 
is-great comfort here for the Christian. He can say, ‘‘ I have 
God’s eye and God’s heart.’’ ‘‘ God sees me and God loves 
me.’’ Consider the safety of such a consciousness.’ Since 
God’s eye regards me, I may not be or do that which will 
offend him; since God’s heart is so close to me, I may find 
immediate, perpetual, loving refuge in it. And how immeasu- 
rable is the dignity of being the temple in which the great 
God is/thus present ! 

If thou wilt walk before me... in integrity of heart, and in 
uprightness,...1 will establish the throne of thy kingdom, 
...@as I promised to David thy father (vs. 4, 5). God's 
promises are conditioned. He will not bless any way,—rather 
in only one way, as we are true to the conditions of the prom- 
ise. Some things even God cannot do. Here is one thing: 
**He éannot make sin blessed.’’ He must be false to his 
nature first. Therefore we have no right ‘to claim a divine 
promise as our own if we are sinfully and flagrantly false fo 
the conditions annexed to it. So God’s promises are a‘ per- 
petual incentive to righteousness. A promise is a relation 
between two parties. We are the party of the ‘ second part,’ 
as our human contracts run. And if we, the party of the sec- 
ond’part, are false, it is idle to expect God’s blessing on our 
falseness. I wish we might all remember this more strenu- 
ously. If I take to mys¢lf a divine promise, and claim it as 
my own, I enter into engagement to be true to the conditions 
God has put to it. It was not God’s fault, but Solomon’s, 
that these splendid divine promises to him failed. Solomon 
chose to be untrue to their conditions. 

Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given 
them: ... and though this house be so high, yet shall every one 
that passeth by it be astonished (vs. 7, 8). Think of the scat- 
tered Jews, sifted through all nations, as compared with their 
prosperous and compact nationality in the time of Solomon ! 
Think of the Jews’ wailing-place at Jerusalem, where, every 
Friday afternoon, they piteously beat their heads against the 
few remaining stones which probably are a portion of the 

















hand is in the world? The father of Frederick the Great once 
demanded of his aes 7 dary quick proof of the truth of 
Christianity. Immediately the —— answered, “ The 
Jews, your majesty.”” 
Philadelphia. 
YS 
Teaching Hints 


By A. F, Schauffler, D.D. 


HE pith of this lesson, both for Solomon and for me, may 
be found in the words 


IF OBEDIENT ... ...:.. THEN REWARD 
IF DISOBEDIENT ...,..THEN PENALTY 


On this the teacher. may well dwell, and he will make no 
mistake if he amplifies this truth. First call the attention of 

the scholars to the fact that we are surrounded. in nature by 
many laws, . These laws are uniform in this respect, that if we 

obey them we fare well, and if we disobey them we fare ill. 

King and beggar alike must submit to these laws, or pay the 
penalty, Many of these laws we know, but there are doubt- 
less more of which we are still ignorant. . At the time that 
nitroglycerine was first discovered, a chemist put a drop on a 
sheet of iron, and struck it witha hammer. The result was 
such an explosion that he heard nothing more for a week.-~ 
What had he done? Only broken a law of nature, and’ then 
“« paid the bills.’’ We read constantly of ‘‘ line-men’’ who 
are killed by the electric wire. What have they done? Only 
broken a law of nature,:and paid the penalty. Electricity, 
rightly handled, is. a tremendous blessing ; wrongly handled, 


a tremendous curse. So it is all through nature, The law of 
reward and penalty knows no exceptions, ‘ 
The same truth hold in the intellectual world. Study and 


learn, be lazy and remain ignorant. Fill your mind with 
wholesome thoughts, and you will grow intellectually ; fill it 
with the refuse of literature, and you will have a perfect weed- 
garden of it. Illustrations of these laws and their ways of 
working are to be found on all hands. Wise men try to 
learn what the laws of nature are, and then try to obey them. 
Just now, many thousands are trying to learn and obey the 
laws of the bicycle. Those who succeed have their reward, 
while those who are careless, and disobey, have to take the 
penalty. Every accident is simply the result of somebody’s 
disobeying the laws of nature. 

‘This same principle holds equally true in the realm of spirit. 
God is the same whether he works in material nature, or in 
the province of mind, or in the realm of spirit. Solomon 
learned this, much to his sorrow and that of his people. Two 
years ago I stood on the site of tha grand temple that Solo- 
mon built. There is not there one stone to tell of its grandeur. 
Why? Because he and his people disobeyed, and reaped the 
penalty. So too shall we suffer, without any doubt, if we 
disobey the spiritual laws which God has laid down for our 
guidance. None will escape, Sin, and receive the penalty. 
Repent, and receive pardon. Follow God’s laws as they are 
given in his holy Word, and you will grow, and be rewarded at 
last with eternal glory. Disregard them, and you will suffer 
here and hereafter. This is God’s law, and he will not change 
it for you or anybody else. Why should he? It is a right 
law. And who has any right to complain if he himself is the 
one who disobeys it? Has the thief a right to complain jf he 
is arrested and punished? No more have you, if you disobey, 
are caught (as you will be) and suffer. 

New York City. 

<SAa~ . 
Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


HEN .the beautiful temple was finished, what were some 

of the dedicatory services? Where did Solomon 

kneel ‘in sight of all the people? What did he ask for in his 
prayer? Of what did he remind the people as he stood and 
blessed them all? .Then king and people offered sacrifices, 
burnt-offerings, and peace-offerings. Can you realize how 
many? In these days of carrying freight by steam instead of 
slow wagons, and of using machinery to plow, plant, and 
reap, even in farming districts oxen are ssidom seen, and an 
ox-team would seem slow. Can you think how twenty-two 
thousand oxen would look all in sight im the open fields ? 
Perhaps you have seen a flock of sheep, but can you imagine 
one hundred and twenty thousand together? How busy the 
keepers were to care for so many animals, and the priests in 
preparing the offerings ! The great altar could not hold them, 
and King Solomon hallowed the middle of the court te use 
for the sacrifices. Only parts of the animals were so used, 
and the rest furnished food for the crowd of people. Seven 
days they were busy offering sacrifices for the sacred services 
of dedication, then they kept seven more days in feasting and 
rejoicing, a week of thanksgiving days. After those two weeks 


wt vies haa oe the people ‘ unto their tents joe 
and glad of heart.”’ ‘ 

Solomon’s Delight.—Solomon finished the temple. How 
many years ‘was he in building it?) Then he built a palace 
for himself. Again he sent for cedars of Lebanon, of which 
he made pillars and Beams, porches and a throne; and King 
Hiram sent cedar, fir-trees, and gold, as much as King Solo- 
mon wanted to use. Thirteen years Solomon was building 
the king’s house ; twenty years he had spent in building, and 
we know he rejoiced in doing it. Have you noticed how a 
person enjoys building a house? He goes and watches the 
workmen from the laying of the foundation to their putting 
in stone, brick, timber, and giass,—every added thought for 
comfort, convenience, or beauty. Do you remember when~ 
your church or schoolhouse was built? How many people 
were eager and glad to see it finished? So Solomon enjoyed 
doing for twenty years what was his delight, just what he 
wanted and was pleased to do. When he was an older man, 
he said, ‘‘ Whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, 
I withheld not my heart from any joy.” 

The Lord. Appeared.—Al¥ those twenty weies the Lord had 
been watching Solomon’s works and his ways. Perhaps Solo- 
mon had not always remembered that, and had not thought so 
often of the Lord as he ought. He had been so flattered, was 
so rich, so great,’it may be that he gloried in himself. He 
was very rich, but he spent his treasure as if his gold and silver 
would never be less; and perhaps he made some people 
poorer, as he taxed them to make himself richer. The Lord 
knew every act, every thought. Does he know less* of any 
heart now than he did of King Solomon’s? He had some- 
thing to say to the great king, andehe appeared to him a sec- 
ond time as he did many years before. What did he offer to 
young Solomon, who called himself ‘‘ but a little child’’ ? 
What did Solomon choose? The first time when the Lord 
spoke to young Solomon, he answered. If older Solomon 
made any reply when the Lord spoke the second time, we do 
not know it. 

J have Heard thy Prayer.—Solomon was a praying man. 
We know how he prayed when the temple was dedicated, and 
no doubt he prayed again and again, as years went by, for the 
same care and forgiveness he asked for at that time. It may 
be that he repeated the same words, but with a little less real 
heart-asking, while his riches and pleasures increased. Do 
you ever say over the same words carelessly, or hurry through 
your evening prayer when you are sleepy and tired? What 
did the Lord tell Solomon he had heard? What-did he say 
about the house Solomon had built? Where did he say his 
eyes and his heart should be perpetually? The Lord said 
something more to Solomon, and some very little words held 
great issues, as plain, simple words often do. 

Jf.—The Lord reminded Solomon of some things he had 
heard before, and that thé fulfilment of some of the promises 
depended on the actions of Solomon and his people. ‘ /f 
thou wilt walk before me as David walked’’— Was David 
without fault or sin? ‘‘ In integrity of heart, and in upright- 
ness.’’ What is integrity? David’s heart turned to God. 
When he sinned he repented. His trust, love, and sincere 
worship, -were given to the Lord. ‘‘ /f thou wilt obey, keep 
my commandments, my laws, and my judgments ’’— 

Then.—lf Solomon continued to be and to do like David 
his father, then the throne of his kingdom should be estab- 
lished forever, as had been promised to David. But if king 
or people should disobey or serve other gods, then the Lord 
said he would cut off Israel out of the land, and the house, 
holy to his name, should be a ruin, and they a byword among 
all nations, 

Because.—Glory should depart from the temple, and when 
passers-by should see the ruined remains of former splendor 
they should hiss; and when they asked, Why hath the Lord 
done this to this land and people ? the answer would be, Because 
they forsook the Lord their God, He loved them as his own 
chosen ‘people, he led their fathers out of slavery.in Egypt, 
he gave them kings and prophets, riches and peace ; but they 
chose other-gods to serve, and because of their ingratitude and 
forsaking the merciful, loving Lord, who taught and warned, 
promised and led, the forsaken Lord brought upon them all 
this evil, Should you think Seiomon could ever forget any 
word the Lord spoke to him? Do you ever forget or turn 
away from words and ways of wintoss ? 


Louisville, Ky. 


KAY 
Hints for the Primary Teacher 


By Annie 8S. Harlow 


ENTRAL Trutu.—Blessings conditioned. 
s Introduction to Lesson.—(Note.—Draw on board an 
electric or steam railroad, showing a main and a branch track. 
Cut out of stiff paper a switch, and show how it is worked to 
change the direction of the cars.) How many of you have 
ever noticed how a driver on the street-car watches to see if 
the switch is turned im the right way? When he wants his 
car to go along this straight track, he sets the switch so (show 
how). Do you know what would happen if he were careless, 


and so did not notice that the switch was turned in the wrong 
direction? It would bring trouble (mark the lower track 
** Trouble ’’). : 

~ You have all heard of the trouble and the sorrow, and some- 
times death, that comes to the people on the steam-cars when 
this little switch is turned wrong. 

This switch is very small, but so much depends upon it that 
it has often seemed to me very much like this little word (an- 
other paper switch, on which is written the word ‘If,’ which 
may now take the place of the first one). 

Effie was a careless little girl, who was often late. One 
day her mother said’ to her, ‘* Effie, 1 am going out to ride 
‘this afternoon, and if you are home in season, you may go 
too ; but I shall not wait for you.’’ (Show by the switch that 
her going along this right road that leads to-happiness—upper 
road so marked—will —— on the ‘‘if’’ she is at home in 
season. 

Just before the girl started for school, her mother charged 
her to be sure to remember to hasten home; but the heedless 
child stopped to play by the way, and only reached the gate 
in time to see her father and mother and brothers and sister 
just driving out of sight. Oh the trouble and sorrow (add 
sorrow to the lower road) it brought the little girl when she 
found that she was too late! Whose fault was it that she 
lost the ‘* happiness ’’ of the trip that her father and mother 
had promised her ‘‘ if’’ she were, ready in time? (Illustrate 
by a few examples common in the home life of every child, 
that they may plainly see that it depends upon themselves 
whetlier they get the ‘‘ happiness’’ promised by father and 
mother or not, provided the parents are able to keep their 
promise. 

God promised the Israelites—and his promises never fai!— 
“if” they would obey him and go in the right way, they 
should find ‘* happiness ’’ in owning the land of Canaan; for 
Cod would help them to overcome all their enemies in the 
land, but, if they disobeyed him, they would find * trouble 
and sorrow.’” God lovingly sent them prophets and teachers 
to constantly remind them of this little ‘‘ if’’ switch, but they 
did not pay attention, and went down this wrong way into 
‘*trouble and sorrow,’’ for a people in a far-off land carried 
them off to be slaves. Whose fault was it? God wanted’ 
them blessed, and did everything to cause them to choose the 
right way, but they chose the way that brought them all this 
sorrow ; so it was their own fault, 

God says to us ‘‘ if’’ we will obey him he will give us, not 
the promised land of Canaan, but the promised land of heaven. 
He will make us rich in all good things, and add no sorrow; 
for, as our text says, ‘‘ The blessing of the Lord, it maketh 
rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it’’ (drill), As the Lord 
was always ready to help the people of Israel, and sent them 
prophets and teachers to help them, so he is ready to help us, 
and has sent us ministers and teachers and Christian friends to 
help us to walk in the right way, and it will be our own fault 
if we go down the way that brings ‘‘ trouble and sorrow,’’ 

You must choose which way you will go. Don’t dishonor 
and grieve the Saviour by choosing the wrong way when he 
has made the right way so plain and so pleasant. 

Historical Setting.—When Solomon had finished building 
the temple, and had built himself a beautiful palace, and Ged - 
had given him the great riches and honor of which we haye 
learned before, he came to him again as at Gibeon (locate), and 
said to him, ‘‘I have heard thy prayer, and I have accepted 
the temple which thou hast built, and if thou wilt walk in my 
ways, and do as I have commanded thee, I will give thee and 
thy children the kingdom forever; but.‘ if’ thou shalt at all 
turn [show by switch] from following me, and shalt not keep 
my commandments, then thou shalt be carried away captives, 
and the house which thou hast built for my name shall’be torn 
down.’’ Surely, this would be ‘‘trouble and sorrow,” 
Strangers would be surprised, and would ask how it happened 
that all this ‘‘ trouble and sorrow ’’ came to these people, and 
would be told that it was because they did not obey the Lord, 
who was so good to them. 

In a few weeks we shall see whether Solomon and his people 
walked in God’s ways or not. What will it bring to Solomon 
and his kingdom if they obey? ‘‘ The blessing of the Lord, 
it maketh rich,’’ etc. What will God give to us if we obey 
him? ‘‘ The blessing of the Lerd,’’ etc 

Pin to the shield the ‘“* If switch ’’ which has been used dur- 
ing the lesson. The review will then read, ‘* Keep his com- 
mandments, if you would receive a ' blessings.’’ 


Philadelphia. 
AS 
Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


R review the superintendent’s questions on the previous 
lesson may be used. 

1. DANGERS (vs. 1, 2).—How long was Solomon in building 
the temple? (1 Kings 6: 1, 38.) And in Building his palace? 
(1 Kings 7:1.) And about his entire building ? (1 Kings 9 : 10.) 
During this time what dangers were coming upon Solomon 
























































































































































































































from his prosperity and success? Why did God appear to him 
at this time? In what manner, possibly ? 

2. Promise (vs. 3-5).—To what prayer is reference made ; 
(1 Kings 8: 22-53.) Why, after all these years, is Solomon 
reminded of it? And why is he reminded of his purpose in 
building the temple? How could David be used as a model 
for Solomon? Why must God’s promises of blessing always 
be conditioned? What are some blessings men often seek 
without obeying the conditions of verse 4? What is the re- 
sult? In what sense only was Solomon's throne, or David's, 
* established forever ’’ ?. Why was that @ blessing they should 
have desired greatly? Why did they miss it? 

3. WARNING (vs. 6-9).—How would idolatry become the 
ruin of the natior? How would it make Israel ‘*a proverb 
anid a byword ’’?? What kinds of idolatry will bring the same 
ruin upon modern nations? How would the height and glory 
of the temple become further shame to Israel? When were 
these warnings fulfilled? What modern nations illustrate in 
their history the truths of our lesson ? ‘ 


For the Superintendent 


1. When did Solomon’s. second vision come to him? 2. 
Why then? 3. Where? 4. What did God promise him ? 
5. On what conditions? 6. And what would happen to the 
nation if they turned away from God? 

Boston, Mass. 
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Questions to be Answered in Writing 


1. On what occasion had the Lord appeared to Solomon be- 
fore? 2. What promise did the Lord now make to Solomon? 
3. Upon what condition did the Lord make this promise? 4. 
What was to happen to Israel if they turned from following 
the Lord? 5, What was to happen to the temple if Israel 
forsook { 


@@ These questions are given also in The Scholar’s Magazine. They 
occupy a full page opposite the lesson to which they refer; and blank space 
is allowed for the written answers. Sepd for free specimen copy to 
Jobn D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ESAS 
Oriental ,.Lesson- Lights 
By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


HE Juncment.—The fulfilment of the awful threat in 
this passage of judgment against Israel in the case of a 
national apostasy from Jehovah, needs no Oriental lesson-light 
for its illustration, It has been set forth for eighteen cen- 
turies, in the history, in the language, in the social life, of 
every civilized nation on the face of the ‘earth, ‘I will cut 
off Israel out of the land which I have given them.”’ 

A Provers AND A Byworpd.—Unlike other expattiated 
people, in no country, north or south, Semitic or Aryan, has 
the smallest. fragment of that unique race been assimilated 
or absorbed. Found everywhere, from Morocco in the west 
to the farthest east of Asia, never possessing land, as though 
Waiting to resume possession of their own; until yesterday, in 
the cities of Europe, living in a quarter apart, isolated and 
socially shunned, yet everywhere gaining and hoarding wealth 
which they dare not display ; hated, despised, oppressed, and 
squeezed by Moslem and Christian alike, in spite of the teach- 
ings of the New Testament, or even of the Koran,—Israel has 
been a proverb and a byword among all people. There is not 
a language in Europe in which the word ‘‘ Jew”’ is not a term 
of opprobrium, or in which it has not been corrupted into a 
verb, implying ‘‘ to cheat.’’ In every land they have ever 
remained of no land, and it is only in the present generation 
that the restrictive laws against the Jews have -been repealed 
in France, England, and Germany. National history affords 
no such miracle as this distinctive existence of the Israelite 
people to this very day, isolated, yet mutually: recognizing 

" each other, whether under the storms of persecution or the 
Sunshine of boundless wealth. Men calling themselves 
Christians sneer at the Jew as sordid and cunning. They 
forget that he is what the Christian has made him. An outcast, 
without home or country for eighteen hundred years, cunning 
is the only weapon of the helpless, movable wealth his only 
protection, May we not see signs in the changed social con- 
ditions of Western Europe, and in the loosening of the Mos- 
lem grip on Palestine, —a sigr: that, yet once more, the promise 
to David's son shall be fulfilled ? 

The College, Durham, England. 
—— 
By the Rev. William Ewing 


“Why HATH THE Lorp DoNE THIS UNTO THIS LAND?” 
—This question rises involuntarily to the lips of the traveler 
ho rides through that country now. Both east and west. of 
Jordan, from many a hill the crumbling remains of ancient 
strongholds frown over the surrounding landscape, and the 

~ dreary ruins of many a once splendid city lie in desolation, 
blackening in the sun. Where the busy mart resounded with 
the voices of the merchantmen, the brooding silence is broken 
Row only by the howl of the jackal at night, or the shrill laugh 
ofthe hyena. The beauty has departed from many a terraced 
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slope where of old luxuriant vines trailed their delicious clus- 
ters. Great ‘breadths of rich land are given up to weed, 
thistle, and thorn, while in valleys long the homes of happy, | 

thronging life, the echoes are awakened only by the hoarse cry 
of.the solitary shepherd. The handful of peasants who have 
built their wretched huts among the ruins of a splendid’past live 
like tenants under perpetual apprehension of ‘‘ notice to quit.’’ 
Everything about them bears the mark of temporariness, This 
is not only in appearance, for I have often found among them 
the conviction that one day. a people, descended from the 
ancient inhabitants of the land, will come from the West to 
dispossess them, It is hard to associate this country in 
thought with that ruled by the magnificent Solomon. ‘* Why 
bath the Lord done thus unto this land?” 

‘‘ Forsook THE Lorp THEIR Gop, ... AND Latp Hotp 
ON OTHER Gops,’’—The worship of these gods frequently 
consisted in the most degrading and shameful practices. Lay- 
ing hold upon other gods meant, therefore, not merely a 
revolution in their conception of religion, but also the utter 
corruption of their moral and spiritual natures. There was 
thus nothing arbitrary in the judgment of God; it was the 
inevitable outcome of their own iniquity. 


Ldgbaston, Birmingham, England, 
KAY 
Blackboard Hints 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 





SOLOMON'S CHANCE. 


EARD PRAYER, . 


GOD Hi, i GIFT. 


AD READY BLESSING. 





IF THOU WILT WALK BEFORE ME, 





OUR FATHER’S WARNING. 


IF THEY com | | WIL nae THEM, 


WILL HE BLESS US?. 











Trenton, N. /. 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


‘Christian, walk carefully."’ 

“Oh, turn ye ; oh, turn ye."’ 

‘* Trying to walk in the steps of the Saviour.”’ 
‘*Saviour, lead me lest I stray."' 

‘*How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.”’ 
** In this sinful world I'm walking." 

‘When we walk with the Lord."’ 

**T must have the Saviour with me."' 


RSA : 


Lesson Summary 


OLOMON’S great works stood complete. The temple, 
the palace, and all else he had planned, were finished. 
A new era opened before him, and as at the opening of his 
reign Jehovah appeared to him, so now he again appears to 
guide the young sovereign. This time he comes with en- 
couragements and with warnings. _He would confirm Solo- 
mon in the good choice already made. He assures the king 
that his prayer at the dedicatiom is heard and answered, and 
that his correct walk will insure permanence to his throne. 
On the other hand, Jehovah warns against apostasy. That 
will ruin Israel and desolate her fair temple, so that both shall 
be an astonishment, a proverb, a byword, among all people, 
and the one sad explanation of their wo shall be, ‘‘ They for- 
sook the Lord their God. Thus the conditions of blessing 
granted, or withheld, are impressively enunciated. 


- 
Added Points 


To those who walk with God, God discloses himself anew 
with every new necessity. Happy they with such a guide ! 

Though every blessing for the time be ours, yet is fidelity to 
God essential to thtir retention. Walk before him in upright- 
ness, and abide in his favor. 

‘* But if ye shall at all turn,’’—not wholly turn, but ‘at all 
turn,’’—then comes disaster. Complete fidelity alone protects 
the soul, 

Many a work which evoked plaudits from men + all finally 
evoked only hissing and contempt. Sin brought sad reverses. 

** Because they forsook the Lord their God,’’ is the suffi- 
cient answer to many a query as to human wo in this world 
and in the world to come. 


- by Jesus Christ, 


International Primary Lessons 


(OPTIONAL) 


List for Fourth Quarter 


1..Twe Creation. Gen. 1; Jéb 38; Psa. 19; Psa. 104; Jobn Zi 1-3: 


+ 21. 
Golden Text. Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation 
of the earth ; and the heavens are the works thine hands. Heb.: -,.. 


2. P ons Deuce. Gen. 6-8; Job 22 : 13-18; Matt. 24 : 37°39; Luke 1. 


‘Golden Text. While the earth ineth, seedtime and-harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and figpaeoe shail not 
cease. Gen. 8 : 22. 

. THe Cat OF Sages ¥ a. r2 i 4-5; Gen, 15: 1-18; Gen. 17: 
1-8; Acts 7: 1-7; ; Heb. 11 : 8-19. 

Golden Text. AbPaham believed God, 
Friend of God. Jas. 2 : 23. 


4. Josern w Ecyrr. Gen. 37 43,47; Psa. 105 : 16-23; Acts 7: 9-15; 


. 1x 5 22. 
The Lord was with him, and that which he did, the 


Golden Text. 
Lord made it to prosper. Gen. 39 : 23 (last clause). 


5s. Tue Cart or Mosgs. Exod. 2: 1-10; Exdd. 3: 1-10; Mark 9: 1- 
10 ; Acts 7: 20-35 ; Heb. 11 : 23-28. 

Golden Text. Sand the Lord spake unto Moses,. . 
eth unto his friend. Exod. 33 : 11 (first clause). 

6. Tue Saspatu. Gen. 2: 1-3; Exod. ~ : 8-11; 
Neh. 13 : 15-23 ;* Mark 2 : 23-28 ; John 5 1-16 





. and he was called the 


. a8 a man speak- 


Exod. 31 : 12-17; 


Gola len Text. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Exod. 
20: 8, 
al The Exodus. Exod. 12: 29-4¢; Exod. 14, 15; Psa. 105 : 26-39; 
cts 


Golden 1 Text. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | 
fear? Psa. 27 : x (first clause). 


8. THe Manna. Exod. 16: 1-15; Num.11 : 1-9; Psa. 78 : 23-25; John 


6 : 28-3 
Gol lon Text. John 6: 
35 (first clause). 
9. Israge AT SINAL. 
Golden Text. 


Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life. 


Exod. 19, 20, 32, 
The law was given by } 
John x : 17. 
to, In THE Promisep Lanp. 
“55; Psa, ros : 42-45. 
Golden Text. 1 will 
with milk and honey. 


; Rom. 8:3; Gal. 3: 10-13. 
fesse; but grace and truth came 


Deut. 31 : 7-23; Josh. 1, 3,4; Psa. 782 


ive it unto you to possess it, aland that floweth 
v. 20 : 24 (middle clause). 


11. Gov’s Mercies a Deut. 8; 1 Sam. 7 : 1-13; Psa. 
30 : 1-4; 2 Sam, 7 : 18-29; Psa 
Gouden Text. T be be Lord is os "Shepherd I shall not want. Psa. 23:1. 


12. Review. 
Golden one 
ts. Psa. 103 : 


13. Tue eta or Jesus. Gen. ; Isa. 9: 6, 7; Isa.7: 14; Matt. 
1; 20-25; Matt. 2: r-1to; Lukert ebes: Luke 2: 1-17. 

Golden Text. Unto youis born this day i in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2 : 11. 


Bless the Lord, O my aisle and forget not all his bene- 


ASA 
The Exodus 


Lesson for November 15 


By Julia E. Peck 


ECAUSE of these abstract Old Testament lessons, we 
have managed to find time for some memoty drill. 

Primary teachers who are ‘extremists in new methods object 
to much memory drill, arguing that the children Should 
memorize only what they understand, Others, feeling grate- 
ful to faithful teachers of the ‘‘ old school’’ for the constant 
memory drill which put them in possession for life of treasures 
of priceless worth, determine that their children shall have an 
equal advantage. 

We may avoid the extremes of old or new methods by 
taking advantage of a time when the unpedagogical: arrange- 
ment of our lesson subjects makes it impossible to hold atten- 
tion long upon text and story, to give memory drill, at the 
same time seeing that the children understand what they have 
memorized. j 

Take, for instance, the books of Genesis and Exodus. Let 
us give a baby history of these, for hitherto, in) reciting the 
names of the books of the Bible, the children (as they would 
put it) have ‘hurried over the little words to get to long ones, 
like, Zephaniah,’’ making of this exercise mere word gymnas- 
tics. To-day we shed light on the words “ Genesis ’’ and 
‘** Exodus,’’ and show a possibility of more light to follow on 
the other names. 

Begin with’ a review of our Genesis lessons for the year. 
Abraham is a good starting-point. We explain that he lived 
long before people knew how to make books, but he told his 
son Isaac all that he remembered of what had happened in the 
world, and about God’s promise. 

Isaac remembered every word to tell his own boys,—and so 
on, using names and ‘events familiar to the children. At last 
peaple knew how to write books. God guided the thoughts 
and hands of those who remembered best to write ete. 

There is more than the Abraham story in Genesis. Here 
the teacher flashes the color on the Wall from the glass prism, 
and the children tell the Noah story. (We proceed in the 
order of interest.) Now we coax them away from their favor- 
ite theme of the ark and the animals, to review the other les- 
sons from Genesis. 





We do not teach by verse and chapter, but by grouping 
stories with which the children are already familiar, using our 
picture-map in this review, until we come to the story of the 
infant Moses, when ye begin a bit of the exodus history, 
This brings us to the point of to-day’s lesson. 

The pile of bricks which the children drew on the map in a 
former lesson is our starting-point. 

These half-starved people, whom we left making beicks of 
sun-dried clay, are to start for the home which God promised 
Abraham that they and their children should have, There 
was more to this promise. (These hungry and abused people 
did not Know it yet.) Tell me of their promise, and ours. 
The teacher points to the cross which-the children drew on 
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story, and a relief from the complexities of Jewish history. 

The first thing for the Israelites to do is to get away safely. 
They do not want to start, they are so discouraged, until 
Moses tells them their God commands it. Their going away 
is called ‘* the exodus.’”? Where have you heard that name 
before? Who will write it on the board? The king would 
not let them go. He had to be frightened with shafp punish- 
ments before he would say ‘‘ Yes.’’ 

Possibly a few of the children have heard of the plagues of 
Egypt, but, unless they introduce the subject, dwell briefly on 
this point, for we wish to allow time for fresh drill with a new 
meaning upon the Commandments. 

The children will enjoy the story of the crossing of the Red 
Sea. Let them have it, and then indicate it on the map. 

Their journey was to-be a lohg one, not at all like those we 
take in cats, but like this (showing picture), and they would 
sleep out Of doors in tents. The people might easily grow 
careless about keeping the sabbath holy, and about many other 
duties, while on the march. God wanted them to lead better 
lives, to learn how to make home a beautiful place in the 
promised land. They had a pillar of cloud togemind them 
whose arm led them forth, but they must ‘learn by heart ’’ 
some texts. We learn them too, for they help us in the same 
way to be better. God sent or gave these verses to them in a 
wohderful way,—and to us.(Bible history here). 

Telling the children that they must all listen closely, for, as 
soon as their teacher comes to the verse which begins ‘‘And 
God spake all these words,’’ the class must join with her, and 
recite every word perfectly. Then begin with Exodus 19: 9, 
and read or quote to the beginning of the next chapter, when 
the children must all join in reciting the Commandments. 

For a closing thought teach the golden text. As the memory 
drill to-day has all been review, teach the entire verse in addi- 
tion to this clause given in our text. For application use 
**The Lord is the strength of my life.’’ For parallel use the 
weakness and helplessness of the Israelites, the seeming 


strength of Pharaoh, which was weakness, and the strength of 
Moses,—not of himself, for the Lord was the strength of his life. 
Northampton, Mass. 





The Sunday School Times stands ready to supply its 
readers with any books that they may desire to purchase, 
—religious or secular, old or new, and by whomsoever 
published. An order for a bodk should be addressed to 
Book Department of The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. It should state the full 
title of the book, the name of the author, and the name 
and address of the publisher, if possible, and should be 
accompanied by the amount necessary to cover the pub- 
lisher’s advertised price, if known. No charge will be 
made for postage or delivery. ss 


ao 
Books on the Holy Spirit * 


HE special interest attaching to the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit is indicated by the increasing number 

of volumes devoted to this single topic. ‘ Three of these 
are grouped together for notice in this article. Two of 
them more specifically discuss the scriptural teachings 
on the subject, the third takes a somewhat wider range. 
Each has its own method, and, to a certain extent, its 
distinctive aim. Dr. Robson's position is thus stated in 
the Preface (p. vi) to his book, The Holy Spirit, the 
Paraclete : ‘‘ The work of the Spirit in Christ must be 
taken as the key to his work in man.’’ Accordingly he 
begins by grouping the New Testament statements re- 
specting the two “ Paracletes,'’ and shows the connec- 
tion between the work of the two. After discussing the 
personality of the Holy Spirit, he treats of the work of the 
Spirit-in creation, in Christ, in the world, passing then 
to the more subjective aspects of the subject ; namely, 
the new birth, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the con- 
ditions of receiving the Spirit. An entire chapter is 
devoted to the ‘‘eternal sin’’ spoken of in Mark 3 : 29, 
which the author regards as practically identical with 
the falling away referred to in Hebrews 6: 4-6. The 
concluding chapter. deals with the inspiration of the 
Bible. Dr. Robson says, ‘‘ The work of the one Para- 


~* The Holy mn, the Paraclete: A Study of the Work of the Holy 
irit in Man. the Rev. John —— r on deen. r2mo, pp. 
xiv, 248. New York: Funk & Wagnalls 
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clete, Jesus Christ, is revelation ; the work of the other 
Paraclete is inspiration.'’ Having distinguished clearly 
between the new birth as the beginning of a new life in 
man, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a specific 
endowment for service, he regards the inspiration of the 
Bible as ‘‘the power given to its writers for the special 
work they had to do of recording the revelation they had 
received.'' Their inspiration differs, he thinks, from 
that of every true Christian worker only ‘‘in the nature 
of the work to which they were called.’’ The book is 
carefully written from an exegetical point of view, and 
the treatment is candid and judicious. The distinctive 
thought of the work is, that, just as Christ did not enter 
upon his ministry until he was baptized of the Holy 
Spirit, so Christians need a specific baptism of the same 
Paraclete to do the service to which they may be spe- 
cially caHed. 

Dr. Cumming’s book, Through the Eternal Spirit, 
now appears in a cheaper edition. The author, as Mr. 
Meyer states in a prefatory note, is in full sympathy 
with the views represented at ‘‘the Keswick conven- 
tion,’’ and the volume is not only a study of the biblical 
references to the Holy Spirit, but an earnest statement 
of what is called «‘ the doctrine of the inner life.’’ The 
treatment is along the same lines pursued by Dr: Rob- 
son, but the references in the Old Testament are in- 
cluded, while the discussions are much fuller, more 
attention being paid to textual, lexical, and grammatical 
points. Dr. Cumming is disposed to find references to 
the Holy Spirit where the most judicious exegetes take a 
different view. He does not discriminate very carefully 
between the various senses of the word ‘spirit'’ in the 
New Testament. Agreeing with Dr. Robson as to the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit giving power for work, he 
presses the view that there is ‘‘a second blessing’’ for 
believers. A number of well-known passages are inter- 
preted in accordance with this view, and a vein of mys- 
tical exegesis is readily discovered. The earnestness 
and fervid piety that characterize the pages are equaled 
by the evident painstaking labor with which the Scrip- 
ture has been studied. But, while there are constant 
citations from the Greek Testament, there is a dispo- 
sition to play on single words, and to accept suggestions 
that are not exegetically tenable. The practical and 
hortatory portions will prove edifying, and it is not sur- 
prising that the book has become almost a standard 
authority among those Christians of many denominations 
who are in sympathy with what, for convenience, may 
be called ‘‘ the Keswick view,'’ among the ablest expo- 
nents of which are F. B. Meyer, Andrew Murray, and 
Canon Webb-Peploe. 

Dr. Coyle,-in The Spirit in Literature and Life, ap- 
proaches his theme in an entirely different fashion from 
the two other authors. His lectures are apologetic rather 
than exegetical, and he takes the word ‘ spirit’’ in its 
widest possible application, always printing it without a 
capital letter except in Scripture citations. The book is 
not so much a treatise on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
as an attempt to restate the Scripture teachings, and to 
reconstruct biblical theology on the basis of a spiritual 
philosophy. Accordingly, the first part of the book is 
largely concerned with this ‘philosophical basis. The 
author then reviews the Scriptures as a whole. This 
review may be summed up in his own language. A dis- 
tinctive spiritual force equipped the Hebrew history ‘*with 
a literature quite the most remarkable in the world, 
freighted with spiritual wealth, and thrilling with spirit- 
ual vitality. A Man was produced, evidently through 
the quickening of that spirit, fitted to stand at the cen- 
ter and summit of the world’s development, and able to 
take and hold his place there, and to compel history 
henceforth to revolve around him*’ (p. 246), The vic- 
tory of this ‘‘spirit’’ over men is insisted upon, and, 
in connection with this thought, the author discusses 
quite fully modern sociological questions. Dr. Coyle 
intimates that his volume indicates the process by which 
his own mind has been led to confidence in Christianity, 
and his conclusions, while purposely stated in terms dif- 
ferent from those technical in theology, come very close 
to the substance of Christian truth as commonly held. 
Yet he handles his subject with a freedom and boldness 
that will startle many readers. The references in the 
volume indicate wide reading and special familiarity 
with resent works representing what is termed the 

‘‘liberal’’ school of theology. To a certain class of 
minds a book like this will prove very helpful, but to a 
larger class it might prove perplexing. 


Race Traits dnd Tendencies of the Sey Negro. By Fred- 
erick L. Hoffman. (8vo, pp. New York : Published 
for the American Economic ps TE nim by the Macmillan 
Company. §1.25.) 


Mr. Frederick” L. Hoffman is the statistician of the 
Prudential Insurance Company. . His work has brought 
him into intimate acquaintance with population and vital 
statistics. These are the basis of this most careful, 
valuable, and exhaustive study. Its readers will be few. 
Its influence will be great. Mr. Hoffman marshalls fig- 
ures to show that the negro tends, in the region he fills, 


to separate from the whites, gravitates to cities, does not - 


increase as rapidly as the whites, yields more to disease, 
is less and less likely to amalgamate with the white, and 
furnishes a disproportionate share of crime. All the 
facts brought together in this work would prove that the 
colored population is gradually parting with the virtues 
and the moderate degree of economic efficiency de- 
veloped under the regime of slavery, and these facts 
indicate that a low standard Of morality is the main 
and underlying cause of the low and anti-social condi- 
tion of the race at this time. Mr. Hoffman fails suffi- 
ciently to note the important fact that he is comparing 
7,500,000 persons, ninety-five per cent or more being 
poverty-stricken day-laborers, not with 7, 500, 000 Whites, 
also poverty-stricken day-laborers, but with 55,000,000 
persons in a highly organized society in which the rich, 
educated, and advanced modify averages all the way 
down. If the negro is such an idler, who is at work 
advancing the gross product of the ‘black belt'’ by 


leaps and bounds ? 
ee 


Pope Leo X//1, By Justin McCarthy. (12mo, pp. viii, 260. New ¥ 
York ; Frederick Warne & Co, §1.25.) 

Mr. Justin McCarthy is a facile journalist with a capa- 
city for absorbing facts and telling them clearly. He 
has seefi much modern history at first-hand. His ser- 
vice as an Irish member of Parliament has brought him 
into contact with the standards, concepts, mind, habits, 
of Roman Catholics. The combination of supreme posi- 
tion, personal devotion, purity of purpose, and _ ideas, 
has made Pope Leo a great power in the history of the 
past eighteen years. It has fallen to him to show how 
the power of the papacy could be wielded without terri- 
torial sovereignty through amazingly able encyclicals and 
diplomatic correspondence. Mr. McCarthy describes — 
all this. Yet you never quite get to the personality of 
the Pope. Mr. McCarthy seems to be quite ignorant as 
to how fine his poems are, or what a good piece of pure 
thinking is his eulogy of Aquinas. But all that is on 
the surface of affairs he sets down clearly and in due 
order. Quotations from encyclicals give their substance. 


— 


With the Fathers: Studies in the History of the United States. 
By Professor John Bach McMaster. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 
vi, 334. New York: D. Appleton & Co. $1.50.) 


These essays are chips from Professor McMasters 
workshop. Many of them touch on topics already dis- 
cussed in his History of the American People, but by 
novelty of arrangement and fuller account of the facts 
they have an independent value. Several have been 


suggested by recent commemorations or anniversaries, . 7 


‘but others have originated independently. One misses 
the paper on the first Philadelphia printer, William 
Bradford, which excited so much controversy at the 
time of its appearance. ‘‘ Franklin in France’’ is the 
only one which antedates the conclusion of peace in 
1783. It is, indeed, as an incomparable master of our 
history since that date that Professor McMaster holds 
his high place among our historians. Of the thirteen 
papers here collected, those on ‘‘The Political De- 
pravity of the Fathers,’’ ‘The Riotous Career of the 
Know-nothings,’"’ and «‘A Century of Cénstitutional 


Intérpretation,’’ are the most cygious and interesting. 
= 
Shakespeare, the Boy. With Sketches of the Home and School 


Life, the Games and Sports, the Manners, Customs and Folk 
Lore of the Time. By William J. Rolfe. (12mo, illustrated) 


pp. xiii, 251. New York: Harper & Brothers. $1.25.) 


“William James Rolfe, Litt. D., is a scholar who has pub- . 


lished nearly fifty small volumes of Shakespeare’ s plays 


and of other classics for school use and handy reading, ~ + 


He has been most useful in diffusing a great store of 


scholarship, accurate rather than inspiring. From famil- — 


iar sources, Halliwell, Phillips, Strutt, Dyer, and the 
like, he has here woven, not so much a boy-life of Shake- 
speare as a picture in lively colors of village folk-life in 
the spacious times of Elizabeth. It is sown with Shake- 
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spearian references. [-xpanded from four 
articles in The Youth's Companion, it 
will interest youth and instruct all ages. 
It has its secondary interest in picturing 
the English life and folk out of. which 
came Pilgrim, Puritan, and English Bible, 
and few can read it without seeing why 
some things were prohibited by our pious 
forefathers. 


The Attitude of the Church to Some of the 
Social Problems of Town Life. 
Rev. W. Moore Ede. (12mo, pp. xiv, 131. 
Cambridge: University Press; New York: 
The Macmillan Co. 7ocents.) 

These Hulsean Lectures for 1895 point 
out the ,Church’s duty in regard to social 
reform, the problem of the unemployed, 
the homes of the people, the vices of the 
town. They bear the English stamp. on 
every page, but have much instruction for 
American churches, They open with a 
noble tribute to the work of John Wesley, 
and bear the commendation of Bishop 
Westcdtt. 

Crm> 


Literary Notes and News 


In the early part of the 
present year The Sun- 
day School Times re- 
viewed the first volume of a History of 
AuricularyConfession and Indulgences, by 
Henry Charles Lea, LL.D. The work 
has recently been completed, the third 
and last volume having appeared in 
August. Lea Brothers and Company, 
Philadelphia, publish it, at three dollars 
per volume. 


Lea’s ‘‘ Confession 
and Indulgences "’ 


OO 


The Attendance and 
Offering Chart is de- 
signed to show the at- 
+tendance and offerings of a school for 
every Sunday of one quarter. Vertical 
columns represent the Sundays of the 
months, while cross-sections afford large 
Spaces for the attendance and offering of 
the current day, and, for the sake of com- 
parison, smaller spaces for corresponding 
items of one year before. The proper 
humbers are to be inserted by a crayon or 
brush, and each chart becomes a perma- 
nent record for the quarter it represents. 
The chart is on heavy manilla paper, 30 
30 inches. It may be obtained by 
mail, one chart for thirty cents, a year's 
charts for eighty-seven cents, from the 
Rev. E. C. Romine, 728 Huntingdon 
Street, Philadelphia. 


2. 


Quarterly Atten- 
dance Chart 
for Sunday-Schools 


. The Attendance Regis- 
ieee Megieter 1 is an inexpensive 
for Sunday -Schoois 
and simple device for 
announcing to the school the facts of its 
attendance for any one day. Upon a 
stout card, 1218 inches in size, head- 
lines are printed for the number on the 
roll, the attendance for the day, and the 
atténdance one year before. Below these 
headlines are clips, in which figures can 
be inserted giving the proper numbers up 
to three places. The figures are 2x 3 
inches, and are sufficiently distinct to be 
Seen across the ordinary schoolroom. As 
an easily adjusted, visible statement of 
attendance, this card meets a want, but it 
is fitted for one session at a time, and so 
is for announcement rather than registra- 
tion. Its price, delivered, and with suffi- 
cient figures for various combinations, 
is thirty-five cents. This price, of course, 
does not permit of its being made of as 
serviceable materials, and in a way as 
likely to stand long-continued usage, as 
would be possible in a more expensive 
article. It is published by Goodenough & 
Woglom Co., 122 Nassati Street. New 
York. 
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Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of ro per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year; or for a space of not less than 
one inch cach issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space.. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may hate, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost,except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position omthe last page. For 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
to the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
page positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
rate will be charged. All advertisements are 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. For Terms of Sub- 
scription, see fourteenth page. 





Brown’s Bronchial Troches relieve throat 
irritations caused by cold or use of the’ voice. 
The genuine sold only in boxes, 

Food for the tired brain. Horsford’s Acid 
Phosphate. It furnishes building material for 
brain and nerves (the phosphates) and imparts 
renewed strength, 








Special Notices 

" Lews hing ba are loved by everybody. Those 
raised r= the Cal Borden Eagle Brand Cadeneed Milk 
are comparatively free from sickness. /n/ant /lealth 
is a valuable pamphlet for mothers. Send your address 
x a ye to the New York Condensed Milk Company, 
Yew York. 
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Illustrated Papers 
your Sunday-school 
Send for a sample set of the 


Edited by Rev. 

and examine them before deciding. 
The Westminster 
Teacher 


new department—“ 
them. 
for these pages. 


Tue SENIOR AND 


The Westminster 
Quarterlies 


All of our other Lesson Helps— 


Junior Lessons 
Blackboard 


FOUR WEEKLY ILLUSTRATED PAPERS 


Sabbath. 
or real helpfulness, those issued by this Board. 


JOHN H. SCRIBNER, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication 
and Sabbath-School Work 


You considering what Lesson Helps and 
are to be used in 
during , 1897 


Westminster Series 


J. R. Miller, D.D. 


will be enlarged, and, in addition to other features, will contain a 


Notss on Primary Work.” The object will 


be to give to our primary_teachers the best things we can provide for 
Mr. Israel P, Black will gather the articles and paragraphs 


INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLIES will have a new 


dress of type, and admirable maps have been specially drawn and 
engraved for them, that equal in accuracy and workmanship those in 
the most expensive teachers’ Bibles. Tur INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY 
will contain all the music that appears in the Senior QUARTEKLY. 
The Junior Quarrercy, under Mr. Israel P. Black’s skilful editor- 
ship, will have new features of interest, and will also contain special 
maps and illustrations. 


The Westminster Lesson Leaf 
Lesson Card 


German Leaf 
—will be kept up to the usual high standard of excellence. 


Question Leaf 
Question Book 


Forward, for the oldest scholars 


S. S. Visitor and Morning Star, for the intermediate grade 
Sunbeam, for the primary department 


Beginning with January 1, 1897, THe Sappatu-ScHooL Visttor and THe Morninc STAR 
will become weekly papers. This is to meet the desige of many schools that want a paper for every 
No Sunday-school papers published in this country excel in beauty, in instructiveness 


Sample copies will be furnished free upon application. 


Business Superintendent 


1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








YOU CAN GET 
MONEY IF 
YOU WANT IT 


$5, $10, $25, $100, $500 
or even $1000. There is 
$11,500 which Fue Lapis’ 
Home JourNAL has set aside 
soon to distribute among 440 
people. Do you want some 
of it? ‘You cannot exactly 
get it for the asking, but it 
is almost as easy. Write to 
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The Ladies’ Home Journal 
Philadelphia 
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The Rev. F. N. Psrovser says: ‘‘ Probably the most 
complete and perfect Bible for teachers and pastors in 
existence is the T s » pub- 
lished by Eyre an ttiswoode. It not only has the 
helps usyalfy found in teachers’ Bibles, revi and im- 
proved to the very latest date, but it has at the foot of 
each the various renderi and readings, with the 
authorities, so that at a glance the teacher can know 
whether he is speaking by authority, can correct his im- 
pressions, and can receive no little light on the meanin; 
of all difficult passages. It brings at a glance what cou 


elsewhere, be gai by long research or special books. 
It is beautifully printed, besucfully bound’ it le a work 
ot art as well as of learning.” —Senior Sunday hool 


Se 
arterly, 2d quarter, 1895. A copy of this “ Uni 
eee ite ® can be eel from #00 upwards. ‘Send 
for ve circular to 


E. & J.B. Young & Co., Cooper Union, New York 


You ought to be acquainted 


with ny prices on books. The following quota- 

tions include delivery anywhere in the U. S.: 
Barrie's Sentimental Tommy ($1.50) . . . $1.10 
Mactaren’s Kate Carnegie (§:.50) .... . 1.12 


Joel Cook's Picturesque Engiand ($7.50) . . 2.89 
* (537 pages. 500 illustrations.) 


Edwin W. Dayton [oii tisce Ace oN 


Thomas Nelson & Sons 
Publishers and Importers 
Teachers’ Bibles, Text Bibles, 
Testaments, etc. 
Send for descriptive list to 
33 East 17th Street, New York 
THE BUSINESS END 


sie tall. SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
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The Point 


By Patterson Du Bois 


understands this truth need never have 
into the child’s mind. 
teacher, Mr. Du Bois wrote and issued 
ago. 
but some of the secular normal schools 
value, quickly absorbed a large part of 
considerable amplification for the sake 
of greater explicitness, and with num- 
‘ erous incidents showing how the 
principle has been, and therefore can 
be, applied in dealing with individual 
scholars, with classes, and with schools. 


12mo, pp. vii, 88 
Bound in fine cloth 


Price, 60.cents 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
1031 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





in Teaching 


§ hye ideal point at which a child’s attention is to be engaged, or his instruc- 
tion is to begin, is an experience or point of contact with life. 


In order to make it effective for the Sunday-school 


It was not only immediately appreciated by Sunday-school workers, 
, discovering its universal educational 
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of Contact. 


A Plea for the Little 
Children of the 
Sunday «School 


One who 
any great difficulty in getting an entry 


a little tract on this subject two years 


the edition. It is now republished with 





“As soon as I read it, I felt that I must 
send for more copies to give to youn 
teachers among my acquaintance.’’— 
Mrs. Merrill E. Gates. 


“Read it once a month as long as you 
teach school."’—Notice for the students in 
the Primary Training Class in the Rhode 
Island State Normal School. 


“I rejoice that a truth so sadly forgot- 
ten by those who should remember it 
most has received so emphatic a re- 
statement at your hands.’’—Rev. E£, 
Morris Fergusson. 


‘Let us know the price of it, that I 
may recommend it to the scores of moth- 
ers who come to me in their perplexity 
about the International lessons for their 
little ones.'’—Elizabeth Harrison. 
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Golden Text, 1897 $2.20 per hundred. 





TheNew SACRED 
Book SONGS No.1. 


By Ira D. Sankey, James McGranahan, © 
and Geo. C. Stebbins. ; 
Will beyready for use by Mr. D. L. Moopy, 
at the series of meetings to be held at Cooper 
Union, New York, November 9. 


Of same size and style as Gospel Hymns, No. 6, but 
cheaper than any of the vious issues. In boards; 
30 cents, by mail ; $25 per hundred, by express. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN Co. 
76 East oth St., New York. ors Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


Christmas Services for 1896 “vss, 
Angelic Morn, Jesus is Here, by J. Lincoln Hall and Irvin 
H d 10 cts. for sa: of these three bright 


. Mack. Sen 
tuneful services. A Trip to 
for children’ 





Try 

















copy.” Subsctiption to Halt Mack Co's Ouariely 
Scripture Text Chains yg ommnt ant apauten, Sar a year. Above icesand cantate ot sr dealers. 
WARD & DRUMMOND, New York City Hat Mack Co., Publishers, 46 Arch St, Philadelphia. 
ristmas sic only), each. Make bs 
Cu as Songs (me a. iy). 5 cents . ~ HOLLY A Grstoemes service. New, bright, 
y Anthems, 360 ai od op” Simple Bethel AND a Ag 
H. . ay Chicago. MISTLETOE ¥ a 
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The Scholar’s 
Magazine 





for children. 





Representative 


32 pages each month 


12 cents yearly, in clubs of five or more 


What the children need and what they like 


is unwise. 





Contributors 








Margaret E. Sangster 
Edward A. Rand 
Emily H. Miller 
Clinton Scollard 

Eben E. Rexford 
. Rose Hawthorne Lathrop 
Grace Duffield Goodwin 
Amos R. Wells 

James Buckham 
‘Margaret Newcomb 

F. B. Stanford 
Charlotte M. Packard 
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Scholar’s 





The package of maga- 


zines will go to the superinten- 
dent for distribution. 


are attractively joined in The Scholar’s Magazine. 
You will not find this so in every paper intended 
Some give what the children like, 
but not what they need: That 
Some meet the 
children’s needs after a fashion, 
but not attractively,—also un- 
wise. Some meet the likes and 
needs. To this right class The 
Magazine _ belongs. 
“Will you see for yourself, and 
let the children test it toor 
This offer will tell’: you how. 
Good sense will say, Do it now. 


How to Test it 


Any. superintendent whose school has not 
had. The Scholar's Magazine in 1895 may try it in 
his school, for one month, free of 
charge. Simply let us know the 
number of scholars in the school, 
and we will send enough free 
copies to supply one to each 





Good Points 


Editorials 

Bright Stories, Poeiis 
Natural History 
Popular Science 
Missions, Travels 
Illustrations 

Lesson Helps 


Questions for 
Written Answers 





John D. Wattles & Co. 


1031 Walnut Street 







Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Chriatnas Music] 


DOLL By H. Butterworth and J. 
THE DUTCH P R Murray. A ptm EA 
and easily prepared Christmas Merriment; also 
representation at one time during the 
H ~ The idea is unique and has proven im- 

mensely successful. Price 30 cents cupy 
THY LIGHT IS ; By B. A. Btone. A new 
and exceptionally inter- 

as Service of songs and 


ive ~~ Price 5 cents a sin 
CHIISTMAS SELECTIONS of,vsrlov years 
copy. 


THE STAR OF LIGHT A. Christmas 'Contats 





adul 
work of this kind by the late Dr. Geo. F. Root. 
Price 4 cents. 
SOME SUCCESSFUL CANTATAS FOR X-MAS, 
The Pajace of Santa S23 Davethys 
isai 1 
Be cene nae se Binns & Ooh. thee 


Vision, Santa Claus’ Mistake, The New 
Santa Claus, Htc. Price of each Cantata 


30 cents per single copy. 
EXAMINE THESE ALSO, 


THE CALENDAR OF THE DAYS 4 very pleas. 
ment suitable for the Holiday season. Prepared 
Mate W. Hamilton, Price 25 cents. 
EM Frederic Weatherly and Geo. 
F. Root. Thisis a superb Christ- 
mas Cantata for adults only. 50 cents a copy, 
ANT fally ned for Christmas use | 
will be in the Supplement to i 
Mutsical Visitor for December. Price of 


** Musical Visitor ’’ 15 cents 
| A CATAL 


of Christmas Muste of 


de 
scription for usein the Church, ~~ 
| Sunday School or Home Circle, will besenttoany | 
address 


on application. 


THE JOHN CHURCH CO. 
CINCINNATI NEW YORK. CHICAGO, 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


| HAIL THE KING !—A new service of Scriptute and 


song by Rev. Rosert Lowry. Delightful music, 
embracing solos, quartets, and choruses. g§ cents. 


CHRISTMAS ANNUAL No. 27.—Seven new, bright 


carols by favorite composers. 4 cents. 


| RECITATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS TIME, No, 7. 


Eight pages admirable selections for this celebra- 
tion. 4 certs. 


| THE CAPTURE OF SANTA CLAUS.—Dr. W. Ht 


oane’s recent Christmas Cantata, A ha 
combination of pleasing dialogue and mirthtal 
songs ; one of the best offered. 30 cents. 


CHRISTMAS CHIMES FOR LITTLE VOICES,— 


very popular service by Mrs. W. F. Crarts and 
. P. Mary. Kindergarten features a special at- 
traction. 6 cents. 


Send sents for a 
copy of the new book Sacred Songs, No. 1 
By Sankey, McGRANAMAN, and STEBBINS. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. 
ats Wabash Ave., Chicago. 76 E. oth St., New York. 


Finest of the Wheat, No. 1 


Finest of the Wheat, No. 2 


The most popular song-books ever published. Over 
1,000,000 sold. Sample of either, 35 cents, postpaid. 


Finest of the Wheat, Nos. 1and 2 Combined 


Sample mailed for 50 cents. 


| Song and Study "oe Tele Ones.’’ 


Sample mailed for 25 cents. 


Life Time Hymns 


A new book which will be immensely popular. Edited 

H. R. Palmer, C. C. McCabe, an a R. Brouse. 
Cloth, 289 pages. Sample mailed for 55 cents, 100 copies 
(express not prepaid) $45. 


R. R. McCabe and | Co., Publishers, Chicago 
Beirly’s Christmas Exercises 
For Sunday-Schools—16 pages each 

+. Bright, excellent, beautiful 





“Glad Tidings ”’ Free recitations and é 2 x 


anthems with every 


“ King Immanuel ”’ ; dozen sold, 


“ Prince and Advocate” } Four compleve sam- 


ple services for ten 
“ Light of the World ’’ } cents. 
Cash rates: $3. ’ $8 not paid; $4. 
sos begpald ; Sb eke gar toon, plete ee 
A. BEIRLY, Publisher 
215-a.1 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


Christmas Music. 


@lory in the Higmese. A Concert Exerciee. 
Sunday -Sch . Harteough & Fillmore. i 
new music. itations on separate sheet. 

5 cte.; 50 cte. per doz.; 4.00 per 100, not 


Santa Claus Gubriel’s iatest : 
| best Cantata. 30cts.; 3.00 dozen, not - 
| ere ga es fe ae 
| eo 


sg Lyon. cts. ; | nd gal doz.. not p 

w Anthems and Sheet Music. Catalogues 

Fillmore Bros. 119 W. 6th St. Cincinnati, O. 
or 40 Bible House, New York. 





: ( A Service of Reade 
s Lings, Carols, ete. aa 
By Hewitt, SWENEY and KIRKPATRICK, j 
Price, 5 cts. each ; 52 cts. per dozen. eR 
i] ss 
HOOD’S CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, No.1 © 
New Christmas mns.e for Sunday-schools, 
Price, 5 cts. efcth; 52 cts. per en. ~ 


TEMES. J. Hood. eds 7 
Christmas 227i 


tions, also new features not found in others, send Ife 
for samples of our 3 latest, Cantata:—Santa Claus and 
His Fiv very fine, 3c. A 16 page Xmas music cate- 
alogue FREE. GO. F. ROSCHE & CO 





. 6 W.Madisonst, New York, 4 E. 2rd 6 x *s = 


Harvest = ximniw‘Bromned tenets 





Satan sod. recitations Harve | 

trations : ome AB. Concert Book, cents. ‘ 

: mee Henry D. Noyes & Co., Boston, Mass. 
HARVEST BLESSIN 

A new S.'S. comcert exercise. Price, 5 cents each; 


pertoo. Sant of three different kinds sent 
of 10 cents. . A. WILDE & CO., Boston, 
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The Suh School Times 


Philadelphia, October 31, 1896. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter,” 








Terms of Subscription 


—_—_— 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscribers. 
‘These rates include postage : 

One Copy, one year ; 
One copy, five ya, full payment in advance . 5.00 

To Ministers, Missionaries, and Toostegionl Stu- 

dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, will 
be pet lied with rf many copies as may be desired, at 
the following yearly club rates: 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed to 
geen addresses, 1 .00 yy ‘ aiinis aiediis 

or five or more copies 1” a package to » 
‘A package thus cont fe addressed to one 
ly, and no names can be written or printed on 
te 


cents each, 
rson 





separa rs. 
ne per foe a club may be ordered cunt quay fo 
vidoe sses, at $1.00 each, a = na - 
ress, aus conf eich, w yA desired. 
e rs for a club shou go to one post-office, 
altho Ph n cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one post-office; 
others in the same school rs from another, the 
papers will be sent accordingly. This applies to package 
clubs at fifty cents per , to the extent that large 
packages may be divided into smaller packages of five 
or more copies each, if desired. 

Pree Copies. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of either 
character. The free copies for package clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but willbe included in the pack- 








to one 





age. 

TK aditions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subsé¢riptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be the pro- 
portionate share of the yearly club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 

ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
ii ast rs may be required. 

‘Change Agersce. “Subscribers, to whom the 

r is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
Sear, can have the adidrese changed at any time with- 
out charge. Members of package clubs donot have 
this privilege, but can have a copy transferred from a 
package to a separate address at the rate of one cent 
per week for the unexpired time of the subscription, 
‘when it has over six months to run. When it has but 
six months or less to run, the cost to change is twenty- 
five cents to the eud of the subscription. If a pac 
club subscriber intends to change his or her addres’ for 
w weeks only, we will mail an extra copy, as long as 
Seneed, at the rate of three cents per week. 
ibscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 
ice to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. ; : 
If a club subscription is renewed by some other per- 


son than the eee sent the previous subscription, 
h will oblige the publishers by stating that the 
ub he subscribes for takes the place of the one formed 


y -_—e— 

The will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the t ite pald for, unless by special Taquest. The papers 
for a club will invariably be discontinued at the expira- 
tion of the subscription. Renewals should therefore be 

ca 


y- . 
ough ies of any one issue of the r to enable 
allt’ ag soni ofa ecinal to examine it, Vill be sent free, 


upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 


countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 


the following rates, which include postage : 


copy, one year, 8 shillings 

‘wo or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 
© ministers and missionaries, 

one or more copies, 6 shillings each 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies, 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they wil: 
he sent cither singly to the individual addresses, or in.a 
r 


ckage to one address, whichever may be preferred by 
the subscribers. 
for Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 


27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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Always Ready for His 


FERRIS Waist: 


—children always are. Let your boy and 
rl wear FERRIS’ Good Sense Corset & 
aist if you would have them healthy, 

strong and well developed. It supports 

body without re- 


thoughtful mothers every where. . 
Made for Ladies cnd Misses.atso, in all sizes. & 
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tive of this essential exercise. 
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From The Christian Advocate (N. Y.). 


When such a master in Sunday-school 
methods as Dr. Trumbull pronounces on 
‘Teachers’- Meetings : Their Necessity and 
Methods, a goodly portion of the world wants 
to hear what he has to say, . .. In our opinion 
the more valuable part of this little beok is not 
that which enforces the necessity for this sort 
of meeting, but that which explains methods 
for conducting one. 
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From The Evangelist. 

In Teachers’- Meetings : Their Necessity 
and Methods, Dr. H. Clay Trumbull con- 
denses the result of long experience and 
thought, yet not so closely as to be dry or un- 
attractive reading. The three short c apters 
show that teachers'-meetings are a necessity in 
every school, feasible everywhere, and give 
simply and graphically methods of conducting 
them. 


From The Free Methodist. 


Dr. H. Clay Trumbull is always a standard 
authority on matters pertaining to Sunday- 
school work. He maintains that a Sunday- 
school is not a Sunday-school without a 
teachers’-meeting. Ina recent book entitled 
Teachers’- Meetings ; Their Necessity and 
Methods, he not only shows why this is true, 
but ‘tells, with practical illustrations, how to 
conduct such meetings profitatly, even under 
disadvantageous circumstances. No pastor 
or superintendent who is earnestly desirous 
to make the most of the Sunday-school work 
with which he is connected, can afford to be 
without this little and inexpensive, but valu- 
able, manual. 


1031 Walnut Street. 
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Teachers’- Meetings 
Their Necessity and Methods 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


Dr. Trumbull believes that a Sunday-school is not-a 
Sunday-school without a teachers’- meeting. 
shows why this is true, but he tells, with practical illustra- 
tions, how such meetings may be conducted successfully even 
under difficulties which are commonly supposed to be prohibi- 


in earnest about the perfecting of the work of his school 
ought to know this book through and through. “ 


Bound in fine cloth. 


Price, 30 cents 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
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Every superintendent who is 


From The Congregationalist. 

No other method counts so much toward 
the unity of teaching and purpose of the 
schools as this, and we are glad:to have its 
case so strongly put. be 


From The Christian Guardian. 

Anything that Dr. Trumbull writes is always 
worth reading, and on Sunday-schocl work he 
is an undoubted authority. ... Every super- 
intendent ought te have this valuable volume. 


From The Christian Register. 

It goes Without saying that Dr. Trumbull 
knows the subject and his audience, and how 
to deal with both; and from large experience 
and thorough study of teaching methods he 
offers practical and useful suggestions. 


From The Christian Observer. 


For more than forty years Dr. Trumbull 
has devoted his life to Sabbath-school work; 
and to-day is the editor of The Sunday School 
Times, and author of many books on this 
phase of church work. A successful teacher 
of teachers in the church which he attends, he 
sums up in this litthe volume the results of 
very practical work. 


From The Independent. 


The American Sunday-school owes as much 
for its best features and general efficiency to 
the author of this sianpal as to any one we 
can name. The service contributed to its 
further development by this manual is not the 
least in the long series. 


12mo, 60 pages 


Philadelphia, Pa. 








FOR GENERAL 
BLACKING APPLIED AND 
POLISHED WITH A BRUSH’ 








: SUN PASTE 
FOR A QUICK AFTER-DINNER SHINE 
APPLIED AND POLISHED WITH A CLOTH” 





Morse Bros. Props.Canton,Mass.,.USA. 
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Toilet Powder : 


Approved by highest 
medical authorities as a 3 
perfect sanitary toilet pre- 
paration for infants and 
adults. — 

Delightful after shaving. 
Positively relieves prick 

t, nettle rash, 
skin, sunburn, etc. Re- 
moves blotches, pimples, 
makes the skin smooth and healthy. Take no sub- 
» stitutes. Sold by druggists or mailed for 2s cts. 

ple mailed (Name this paper.) FREE 


{| cEREAnD MENNEN CO., Newark, N. J. 
IODOCDGGOCRGES 
BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE 
Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by th ds of hb keepers. Your 
ought to have it on sale. Ask him for it. 
5. S. Wiltberger, Prop., 233 N. 24 St., Phila., Pa. 
GENTS WANTED IN EVERY TOWN FOR 
- Ball Rearing Weather Strip. Positive novelty. 
Suce seller. Simple, cheapest, best fuel-saver, 
Used by U.S. Government. fi 
sent by mail, 35 cents. 
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free. Street 
“MACH WEATHER STRIP CO.,.Philadm, Pa. - 








WALL PAPER savecesF REE 


Cheaper than ever before. Over half million rolls to be sold at less than cost. 
Describe rooms you wish to paper. 
Paper-hanger's full set of sample books, price, $1.00. 
CHAS. M. N. KILLEN, 1231-1233 Filbert Street, PHILADELPHIA PA. 
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It will pay you to send for sam- 


SAVE % YOUR FUE 


By using our (stove pipe) RADIATOR. 
With its 120 Cross Tubes, 
ONE stove or furnace does the work of 
Two. Drop postal for proofs from 
prominent men. 
TO INTRODUCE OUR RADIATOR, 

the first order from each neighborhood 
filled at WHOLESALE price, and secures 
anagency. Write at once. 


RocuesTer Rapiator ComPaAiiy, 





WATCH AND CHAIN FOR ONE DAY'S WORK. 


Cs0-cnacencoosomoe Sts) 


Roys and Girls can get a Nickel Plated 
baby maagt oe 4 a Cham and Chari for selling 


lx of Biuine at 10 cents gach,. 


Send ir 


by return mail and 
we will ned the 4 and 


wine, post- 





alarge Premium List. o money red. 
BLUINE 60 nex W. Concord Junction, Mass. 


Chee size of Sinton Clarakees | « 300 ORDERS 'N3 W 
72 





$."° “20 orders ih 
.. Terms free. Com- 
plete outfit, 30c.. J , Boston. | 











| present. 


£6 Furnace St.e ROCHESTER, N.Y | 














The Prayer-Seeker 


} = > Sohn Whittier. } 
. 
| Series 
iste where prayer was made 
AVeSin ah an in black arrayed, 
Close veiled, between the kneeling host, 
With gliding motion of a ghost, 
Passed to the desk, and laid thereon 
A scroll which bore these words alone, 
** Pray for me!" 


Back from the place of worshiping 
She glided like a guilty thing : 
The rustle of her draperies, stirred 
By hurrying feet, alone was heard ; 
While, full of awe, the preacher read, 
As out into the dark she sped : 

“ Pray for me!" 


Back to the night from whence she came, 
TO unimagined grief or shame ! 
Across the threshold of that door 
None knew the burden that she bore ; 
Alone she left the written scroll, 
The legend of a troubled soul,— 

Pray for met 


Glide on, poor ghost of wo or sin ! 
Thou leav' st a common need within ; 
Each bears, like thee, some nameless weight, 
Some misery inarticulate, 
Some secret sin, some shrouded dread, 
Some household sofrow all unsaid. 

Pray for us! 


Pass on! The type of all thou art, 
Sad witness to the common heart ! 
With face in veil and seal on lip, 
In mute and strange companionship, 
Like thee we wander to and fro, 
Dumbly imploring as we go : 

Bray Sorus! 


Ah! who shall pray, since he who pleads 
Our want perchance hath greater needs ? 
Yet they who make their loss the gain 
Of others shall not ask in vain, 
And Heaven bends low to hear the prayer 
Of love from lips of self-despair : 

Pray for us! 


dn vain remorse and fear and hate 
Beat with bruised hands against a fate, 
Whose walls of iron only move, 

And open to the touch of love. 

He only feels his burdens fall 

Who, taught by suffering, pities all. 


° Pray for ust ° 


He prayeth best who leaves unguessed 

The mystery of another's breast. 

Why cheeks grow pale, why eyes o'erflow, 

Or heads are white, thou need’ st not know, 

Enough to note by many a sign 

That every heart hath needs like thine. 
Pray for us! 


The Present Better than 
the Past 


Wilmer, D.D., Bishop of Alabama, 
in The Pulpit.] 


{Richard Hooker 


HERE is a common disposition in us, 

and particularly as we grow old, to 
praise the past and disparage the 
And yet. we are admonished 
that we inquire not wisely when we ask 
‘«why the former times were /betier than 


| the present.’’ 


The reason for such admonition is, I 


| think,-that the former times were never 


better than the present. In a review of 
the history of all ages, I find no period 
that, on the whole, compares with the 
present in its outlook. The evolution that 
is ceaselessly going on is chiefly toward 
the good; not the evil. All things move 


| forward under the: guidance and control 


of the good God. ‘ 

We look around among the large num- 
bers of unreligious men in our midst. The 
prevailing impression is that there is grow- 
ing indifierence on thcir part to religious 
truth. Not so. I can well remember 
when, ig the Old Dominion, infidel opin- 
ions were looked upon as the suitable 
finish to a polite education.~ The wave of 
French {nfidelity had dashed with full 
force against our American shores. It is 
difficult for me now to recall instances of 
avowed faith among cultivated men of 
half a century ago. At the present time 
it is exactly the reverse. 

There may possibly be Something in the 
prevailing impression among the people 
that the youth of the present day are less 
reverent to their ‘‘elders and betters ”’ 
than in former days. It is, however, a 
striking characteristic of the present times 
that there is more companionship between 
the young and the old than existed in 
times gone by. 1 may be,that the loving 


x 












which once 
4 is a notable fact, however, that the 
moralists of every age are-wont to dwell 
with querulous complaint upon the 
crowing irreverence of young people, and 
at periods when we know that there was a 
marked subordination on the part of the 
young, We forget one thing, —that when 
we are young we pay reverence, when we 
are old we receive it; and as we are ordi- 
narily more alive to the amount we pay 
than to the amount we receive, it may be 
that for this réasOn each generation, as it 
passes on the stage, complains of the 
growing irreverence of the generation that 
is, unconsciously, pushing jt out of place. 

Be that as it may, I have the deepest 
conviction, and love to express it, that we 
read of no period in history when the 
faith of-Christ had.so deep and intelligent 
a hold upon the hearts and minds of men | 
as at the present hour. Let him who 
would look thankfully upon the present and 
hopefully to the future read much of the 
past. 

And as it regards the antagonism be- 
tween scientific and revealed truth, it has 
always existed, and is, for the most part, 
a gratuitous conflict. Amid the smoke and 
heat of battle, it is very common to mis- 
take friends for foes. Whosoever adds 
anything to knowledge, is the friend of 
truth, and of all truth; for there is no 
discordancy in truth, but entire harmony. 
The discordance is in the minds of men, 
—in their: partial knowledge, in their 
inability to grasp the whole. 

Nature reveals to him who reads that 
mighty volume the great and wise archi- 
tect, —the almighty Maker of heaven and 
earth. It is only the fool that saith 
‘© There is no God,"’ and he says it in his 
heart, not in his head. And then revela- 
tion comes to him, as he beholds the 
glorious handiwork of the. Creator, and 
tells him : This great Creator is our Father 
also. Nor nature nor science brings this 
truth to light; it is not their province. 
This belongs to what we have to call the 
supernatural, not that it is unnatural be- 
cause it is above the visible and therefore 
supernatural, 

It is inconceivable that we should know 
the nature of the mind of God, save as he 
pleases to reveal it; for ‘‘no man knoweth 
the things of a man save the spirit of man 
that is in him.’’ Even so. Ay, more so, 
no one knoweth the things of God save 
the Spirit of God, and he te *whom the 
Spirit doth reveal him. We may know 
the Creator through his glorious work, for 
the heavens declare his glory ; but the 
Father we know not save as revealed. 
The only begotten Son,. which is in the | 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared | 
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If your dealer will not supply you, we will. 
“ HOME DRESSMAKING,” a new book by Miss 
Emma M. Hooper, of the Ladies’ Home Journal, 
telling how to put on Bias Velveteen Skirt Bind- 
ing and — valuable points, sent for 25 cents, 
postage paid 

S. H. & ™M. Co., P.O. Box 699, N. Y.City. 














ine LINEN” are 
collars and cuffs worn ; rare made of fine clot 
sides finished — and, reversible, one px he . 
equal to two of an 

They fit pte look well, and wear well. A box of 
ten col or five pairs of of cuffs for twenty-five cents. 

A sample collar and vert ce cuffs by mail for six cents. 
Name style and size. 
REVE Tees COLLAR COMPANY 

5st Milk Street, Boston, 


. Mass. 
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This is the great aay. in this 
world of mysteries. 

And when the smoke of the present 
conflict shall have passed away,-—and for 
the present it is passing away, —the scien- 
tist pauses in his researches ; he finds a 
foyce invisible, intangible, but vital. He 
cannot examine or explore it, much less 
can he ignore it. He is gazing upon the 
to him ‘‘ unknowable,"’ but does not with 
the piety’ of his Athenian prototype erect 
an altar ‘‘to the unknown God.’’ There 
is no worship in the scientist. And there 
comes and stands by him, as he gazes 
upon the unknown, the Christian man, 
and tells him that this great, and to him 
unknown, is the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier of the children of men. 
There is no conflict here, but extension, 
expansion. What man could nat fathom, 
God doth reveal. Yes, chaos is giving 
way.. Speculation—and a large part of 
scientific theory is speculation—is going 
up into vapor. True theory, founded 
largely on induction, is being solidified 
into science, Truth above the firma- 
ment, divine truth is being separated 
from truths which are below the firma- 
ment, as it was with the waters at the 
breaking up of chaos, each taking | his 





own sphere; —and all will stand forth in the 
Light which is now breaking as one har- 
monious and concentric whole, display- 
ing, full orbed, the wisdom and majesty 
of the eternal God, veiled in the milder 
glories of the Son, the Saviour of man, the 
Light of the world ! 

No, the hand upon the dial-plate of 
time goes backward never! The law 
under which the world was made, and by 
which it is governed, is that of progress, 
—progress to full consummation. But no 
advance can come without résistance, — 
the greater the advance, the greater the 
resistance. ' The existing. stir and tumult 
in the minds of men—their very antago- 
nism—is proof, if proof were needed, of 
the rapid advance of truth. The shock 
comes from an eyer-resisting ignorance or 
hate. In one thing only we make no ad- 
vance,—in wisdom ! Knowledge is cumu- 
lative, increases from age to age. The 
child inherits it, adds to it, transmits it. 
But wisdom comes through experience 
only. Every man and every age must 
gain its own wisdom. “Therefore it is 
that, not by looking back regretfully to 
the past, nor.despondingly to the future, | 
that we are to gain wisdom, but by earn- | 
estly dwelling upon the responsibilities of | 
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Popular Books 


By -H. Clay Trumbull 


A Model 
Superintendent 


teacher. It answers clearly and 


Every teacher ought to own a 


Yale Lectures 
on the 
Sunday-School 


every Christian worker. 


1031 Walnut Street. 





tells how an eminently successful super- 
intendent actually did. his work. 
story of his ingenious methods, tireless 
activity, and unfailing hopefulness, touches the needs and aspira- 
tions of every live superintendent. 
~ 


This book enters into a full and practical Tegching and 
discussion of the work of the Sunday-school a & 


hundreds of those knotty questions which arise so frequently in 


the course of the teacher's work. 
absolutely no rival in its own field, and is known the world over. 


SS 


the hour, its evils and their remedies. 


- 





The 


Price, $1.00. 


positively Teachers 


“Teaching and Teachers” has 
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We wish to send— 
Sree —to every reader 
our new Fall and Win- 
ter Catalogue of Suits 
and Cloaks, and more 
than fifty samples of 
the materials from 
which we make these 
garments, to select 
from, We make every 
garment especially to 
order, and guarantee 
the perfection of fit; 
finish and style. We 
pay express charges to 
any part of the world. 

Our Catalogue illus- 
trates : 

Stylish Jackets and’ 
y . Capes, $3,50 up. 
Plush Capes, $7 up. Fur Capes, $6 up. 
Exclusive Styles in Dresses and Tailor-Made 
Suits, $7 up. 
Bicycle Suits, $6 up. Separate Skirts, $4.50 up. 

We also make finer garments and send samples ofall 
grades. Write to-day 3 you will get Catalogue and 
samples by return mai 

THE NATIONAL CLOAK CO., 
Ladies’ Tailors, 152-154 West 23d St., New bays 








Church Furnishings 











The International Sunday-school Les 
sons are far more attractive and doub 
impressive when a ah en with McAl- 
lister’s beautiful Magic Lantern Views. 
If you care to learn more about them 
write for 250-page book—«ent free—con tain- 
ing lists of views, descriptions of 


McALLISTER’S Stereopticons | me 
and MAGIC LANTERNS oa 
ant much inteemnehen of value to all 
Sunday-school and 





copy of it. Price, $1.00. 


~~ 


A history of the Sunday-school from its 
beginnings to the present day, giving an 
account of its origin, mission, methods, 
and auxiliaries. 
the purposes, true position, and the possi- 
bilities of the Sunday-school, and hence should have an interest for 
Price, $1.50. 


This book brings out 


At booksellers, or sent, postpaid, by the Publishers. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Good nied find out 
that.it pays to sell Macbeth 
lamp-chimneys because they 
make friends. 

But look out for the one 
that is made for your lamp. 


Let us send you the Index. 
Geo A Macbeth Co 


Biccact en Fa 


- A. - 7 — 


[A Baitiant Back” 


dustless, odorless and easily applied— 





Pate Vl « 
i} sone 
The modern 
ready-to-use 

















Educational 


Dot NOT teas || 
Bishop Cyrus D. Foss 


[Letter from Bishep Cyrus D. Foss, M. E. 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. } 








“It gives me pleasure to ues of Dr. E. S. 
{fnquired i method of treatme stammering. 
inquired into it with care, an briefl observed 
the operation of it in a large class of pupils. 1 


believe in him and his work.” 

Can refer to John D, Wattles & Co., publishers 
of The Sunday School Times. 

nd for 60 page book to the PwrLape.crenia 
InsTITUTE, 1033 Spring Garden St., Phila., Pa. 
EDWIN 5S. JOHNSTON 

Established 1884. Principal and Founder. 

Rev. Caspar C. Garrigues, Associate, 


rrr TP Pe 


Architecturals< 
RAWING 





., TO WORKINGMEN 
=) PROFESSIONAL MEN 








and others who cannot 
afford to 





+ NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE SCHOOL 


31x East Capitol Street, Washington, D.C. 
Eleven years’ experience in preparing persons for the 
Civil Service. Our students are in every ment © “s 
the Government. Now is a time to 
Eighty- -five thousand positions now under ¢ Sivii | 
Service. Instruction by mail, J/oucy refunded if gon | 
do not pass the examination. Relerencé: National 
posto! k. 





to lose time from | 
Send aoe 


a Loco. & Mar.) oo, and 

Elect ing the Subject you 

Cit > wish te duds, ia 
Surveying & Mapping The International 

Miuing & Prospecting Correspondence Sehools, 

English Branches Bex 858, Seranten, Pa. 


perry Stammerers sissss cE howe 
































nected 
ehuren works Views rénted on reasonable terms, 


MAGIC TANTERNS 


AND VIEWS sd Ayhu eutpay SCHOOLS. 
| C. T. MILLIGAN, 1728 GAN. 126 Ohesenut 


‘STAMPED STEEL CEILINGS 


Most Durable and Decorative 
Suitable for all buildings. Numerous designs. 


'H. S. NORTHROP, , (50% eet, New Vorks 


herry 


| 











THE LARGEST ESTAGLISHMENT MANUFACTURING 


CHURE CHIMES & PEALS 


| 

in the World 

REST BELL METAL (COPPER AND TIN), 

| END FOR Prick And CATAL‘ 
Daltionee, Md. 

mr: ‘ 


MeSHANE BELL FOUN DRY, 











Qa delicious drink tne 
Q stantly made from 


S WHITMAN’S ¢ 
* INSTANTANEOUS 
~ CHOCOLATE. 

In a fe Perfect in flavor and 
= meee Put op in 
st 
© 
~ 
7 


= 
=> 
QQ. 
oO 


00600888880 @ 


pound « and balf-pound 
ins. 


Stephen F. Whitman 




















> BANKRUPT STOCK BICYCLES 


each. New, High-grade 6 models. 
Muat be sold. Write at once, 
E. A ead Cycle Co., Wabash Av. » Chicago, > 


AMERICAN 
_| Fire Insurance Com "ni 


Nos. 308 and 310 Walnut Street, 


4 Reston r > cht mint 
box assorted sizes roe fu 


mation. SamMur. WaAsp 
PANY, 49 Franklin St., ston. 





36 Sheets 
| 3% Envelopes 


‘HOME STUDY 














A Gases and practical busi- 
ness education in kk: 





shorthand, etc., given b at stu t's 
Low rates. Cata yy bs 10 > ete. 
, & Stratton, 10 College Bidg., Y. 























































Published Every Wednesday, 52 Tinea a _% at re Bible House, I New York. Louis Klopsch, Proprietor. 


Radiant with Colors Beautiful and Bright! 


ALWAYs up to Date, Always Fresh, Always Breezy, and Pre-eminently the Brightest and Best Family Paper in the Wide Wide 
World, THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, Beautifully Printed in Many Bright and Cheerful Colors, Presents Weekly a Literary 
and Pictorial reels Surpassing in Originality, Uniqueness, Variety, and Attractiveness, the Brilliant Achievements of the Past. : 


Dr. TALMAGE’S Marvelous Sermons and | Pastor THOS. SPURGEON of London of- 
Stirring, Epigrammatic Editorials. fers Helpful Suggestions on “How to 
IRA _D. SANKEY Contributes every Week| - Make the Best of Both Worlds.” 
Charming Music for the Home Circle. Rev. FRANK DE WITT TALMAGE, only 
AMELIA E. BARR. has Written for us the| | Son of our Editor, Supplies some Interest- 
Brightest Serial Story of the Age. ing “ Experiences of a Young Minister.” 
Hon, SELAH MERRILL, Eight Years U. S, | Gen. JOHN EATON Describes “Mormonism 
Consul in Jerusalem, will Supply Profusely of the Present Day,” Richly Illustrated. 
» Illustrated Articles on “Modern Street Life | FANNY CROSBY, the Blind Poet, will’ 









































Zé in the Holy City.” tell the Story of some of her Famous Wp eg oA on 
EE MA RGARET E. T_E. SANGSTER’S “ Home Hymns now Sung i in every Land and in " 
oie Talks with h Mothers and Daughters.” every Tongue, dite ss foun “A. 





STAFY CONTRIBUTOR. 


A THOUSAND Beautiful PICTURES, a THOUSAND Helpful ANECDOTES, ‘2 THOUSAND Interesting QUESTIONS and ANSWERS, a 
THOUSAND SUGGESTIONS for Christian ENDEAVORERS, and a THOUSAND GOOD THINGS for Good People of all Ages Everywhere. 


STAFF CONTIBUTOR. 












Of course you cannot Properly Appreciate the Exceptional Attractiveness of THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD until you have Enjoyed for awhile its Weekly Visits. It will 
make your Home so much Brighter and Happier that you will Heartily Thank us for 
having Induced you to Subscribe. Now, with a view of interesting you in THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD we will on Receipt of only $3, send that Matchless Paper 

for one whole Year, 52 Times,and with it, this Superb 1897 Library. . 


e LSS Ss : O Elegant Holiday Gifts! 


we 
a = ae ve Seo Ge Names and Authors of the 10 Books Constituting our 1897 Library: 
Tat ae ed ae foo La 














i. THE WEDDING RING,. . . ,  T.De Witt Talmage, DD. 
2, THE SECRET OF A HAPPY HOME,. . . Marion Harland. 

3, HOW TO SUCCEED, . . - Orison Swett Marden, MLD. 

se 4, RECITATIONS FOR THE SOCIAL CIRCLE, * James Clarence Harvey. 

ee pl Pal rs, ye eX. ot 5, WINTER EVENING TALES, . . . Amelia & Base. 





tee we we bss we ws we WE WE RE 6. NOTABLE EVENTS OF THE 19TH CENTURY, J. Clark Ridpath,LL.D. 


———— a 7. HOLIDAY STORIES FOR THE YOUNG, . Margaret E. Sangster. 

















,  auaaTune picTURe OF 8. THE LAND WELIVEIN, . . . «. . Henry Mann. 
Herald Lib 9. THE FAIRY LAND OF SCIENCE, . . . Arabella B. Buckley. 
The Christian . 10. MANY THOUGHTS OF MANY MINDS, . Louis Klopsch, Ph.D. 





ENTIRELY NEW-JUST ouT 


This Magnificent Library consists of TEN. SPLENDID BOOKS, 
eacha LITERARY GEM, and all BEAUTIFUL Specimens of Artistic 
Book-making. It is the FINEST Production of its Kind in the World, 
and was Specially Prepared for Lover's of PURE, Wholesome, and Elevating LITERATURE. These 
Ten Delightful Volumes Aggregating 3,200 PAGES of LARGE Type, are bound in Rich, OLIVE 
VELLUM Cloth; with RED and GILT Titles, and Neatly Packed in an Unusually Attractive BOOK- 
CASE. Shipped in a Special Box, Ensuring Undamaged Delivery. ALL CHARGES PREPAID. 


Do Not Miss this Great Opportunity _. 


Last Year Over 25,000 Orders were Received After our First Supply was Exhausted. Now we 
warn you Not to Delay Unnecessarily. If intended for Christmas, better order now, and we will ship 
to reach any address on any given date. Send $3 and get THE CHRISTIAN HERALD for One 


\% “” ~~ Year—52 Times—and this Magnificent Library, 
Pbobatn 3 Ail Charges Prepaid. Goods ready for Shipment. >The Christian Herald 
svAPF CoONTAIBUTOR. Money refunded if not Satisfactory or Too Late. 160 to 170 Bible House, New York City. 


The eke School Times intends to admit atte nlieaigetinn that are trustworth Should, however, an_advertisement of a pacty mot having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, i 
the publishers will refund to subscribers any money that they lose t Sereby. 














